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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayera.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, REWARDS
FOR SUGGESTIONS,

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Minister for
Railways: What is the total amount paid to
employees of the Railway Department during
the past two years as rewards for sugges:
tions relating to economies or efficiency in
tailway administration?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS replied:
£888 7s. for period 1st July, 1920, to 30th
June, 1922.

QUESTION—GEOLOGIST’S REPORT,
TO CIRCULATE,

Mr. ANGELO asked the Minister for
Mines: Referring to the annual report for
1921 of the Government Geologist (Mr. A
Gibb Maitland), does he not think 1t would
be to the advantage of the State to have the
report printed in pamphlet form for distri-
bution in Great Britain and the FEastern
States, and elsewhere?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: In
addition to being included in the annual
re~ort of the Mines Department, the report
of the Government Geologist is published sep-
arately, and ecopies of this, and also the
report of the Department of Mines, are dis-
tributed throughout the world.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Ninth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [4.36]: I shall
restrict my remarks on the Address-in-reply
to a few brief references to the subject of
immigration. First of all T wish to place on
reecord my warm appreciation of the Pre-
mier’s cfforts to advance the interests of the
State, and T desire to congratulate him on the
sueeess of his mission to Londen. Members
are aware of the very helpful feeling existing
in the State to-day towards the Premier’s
immiecration scheme. In view of that fact
I consider members should co-operate with
the Government by encouraging this feeling
everywhere, Hon. members will recognise that
in the absence of a favourable atmosphere
the scheme, instead of progressing, may col-
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lapse, which above all things we sbould en-
deavour to avoid. I snggest to the Govern-
ment that they undertake a vigorous cam-
paign to rouse and stimulate public interest
in obtaining an unmensely greater population
in this State by immigration. Reference has
been made to the pumber of ex-service men
coming to the State, and it has been said
that these men are coming to Western Aus-
tralia neither at the expense of the Common-
wealth nor at that of this State. I under-
stand they are being brought here at the
cxpense of the Imperial Government. If we
desired to pnt anything in the way of these
men coming to Western Australia, we could
not prevent it, seeing that the Imperial Gov-
ernment are paying their passages. In any
ease, what is wrong with the fact of Imperial
service men settling here? They are desirable
men, and should be encouraged. The member
for Claremont (Mr. J. Thomson), I think,
said—1I do not know exactly what he meant—
that these ex-service men were without intel-
lect. Men who could go through the ordeals
faced by the Imperial men during the great
war have given cvidence of possessing a
character which should ensure them a hearty
reception here, and every assistance in the
making of new homes, It is true that Britain
iras to-day & surplvs population, but I do not
believe that the immigrants coming here are
the surplus unemployed of Britain. That
country to-day has one and a half million
of unemployed who find it impossible to get
wark there, or to get sufficient work to main-
tain themselves. Sceing the happy position
of Australia, we should offer the right hand
of fellowship to the men and women who are
coming over a distance of 10,000 miles for
the purpose of making their homea here.
When the Premier was due to return to West-
crn Australia, the people were on tiptoe of
expectation as to the results of his mission.
Immediately on his rceturn the hon. gentle-
man was féted by the public and eulogised
by the Presa. Some remarks possibly not
complimentary have been made on the fact
that the Premier was welecomed by a brass
band, and by other ontward marks of en-
thusiasm. For my part I consider that all
the féting and all the eulogy bestowed have
heen well descrved by this son of Western
Australia. T make that statement bearing in
mind that when the Premier accepted the
honourable position which he holds to-day, I
was one of the members who said in this
Chamber that he did not et the Premiership
by any vote of mine. However, I have no
hesitation in stating that to-day I as a mem-
ber of Parliament would be prepared to go
to any part of Western Australia and pro-
claim my whole-hearted suprort of the Pre-
mier’s scheme to inerease the population of
Western Arstralin by encouraging immigra-
tion. I regret that the original hopeful
feeling with regard to that scheme is dying
down somewhat. Possibly that is owineg to
the faect that we have had, as some hon.
members have expressed it, a surfeit of the
secheme in the metropolitan area.
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Mr. Teesdale: Stop the social functions.
They are hampering everything.

Mr. DAVIES: The social functions may
¢ease so far as I am concerned. What is
needed is that we should get on with the
work, and the way to get on with it is for
members of Parliament to go right through
the couniry and preach the gospel that is
being preached by the Premier, that it is
essential we should avail ourselves of every
opportunity to increase the number of people
in Western Australia. .

The Minister for Mines: You are doing
your part.

Mr, DAVIES: Yes, in a small way, If
there is one thing more than another that the
public of Western Australia desire to-day, it
ig the details of the Premier’s scheme of
immigration.

Hon. T, Walker: He said he had published
them,

Mr. DAVIES: The Premier said that the
scheme was published last January.

Hon. T. Walker: We all read that.

Mr. DAVIES: Undoubtedly a bold outline
of the scheme was published, but that was
all. The scheme was published to the people
in ontline, but further details are nceded.

Hon. T. Walker: That is what I complained
about.

Mr, DAVIES: I daresay every member of
Parliament is in the position of having dozens
of his electors coming to him wanting to
know the particulars of the scheme.

Hon, W, €. Angwin: It occupied a big
area in the Press.

Mr. DAVIES: I admit that. That not-
withstanding, I think it should be preached
every day and every week for the next few
months 8o that every man and every
woman, or at least the majority of them,
will hecome thoroughly aequainted with
the scheme of immigration. It has been
said by the Premier that he gave a bold
outiine of the scheme. In giving this out-
line, the Premier has shown himself to be
a man who is capable of presenting to us
what I might term the econception of the
geheme. I am anxious to know, however,
if we have the officers in Western Australia
who are capable of dealing with the details
of the scheme.

Mr. A, Thomson: Of course we have.

Mr. DAVIES: 1 hope that is so. We all
know full well that the suceess or failure of
the scheme will be greatly influenced by the
work of our officers. If we have such offi-
cers, I would advise the Premier to place
implieit confidence in them and see that they
carry out the scheme in the direction he
desires, In these days the public have
enough to do to look after their own busi-
ness. At the same time, the people would
be prepared to attend public meetings and
other functions at which the scheme could
be put before them, so that they could get
a thorough grasp of all the details, As to
a stalemate setting in, that would be the
worst possible thing that could happen.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Teesdale: If there is £6,000,000 to
get things going, it will be ali right.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr, DAVIES: Apathy and indifference
will kill an immigration scheme just as
surely as will direct antagonism. I urge
the Premier and his Ministers to undertake
a campaign throughout the ceountry, such as
was entrusted to the Minister for Agricul-
ture when ke toured through various
centrea on his ‘‘more production’’ cam-
paign. The Minister for Agriculture spoke
in a number of country towns and undoubt-
edly created enthusiasm among the farmers
regarding the necessity for increased pro-
duction. Sueh a campaign should be under-
taken in connection with the immigration
scheme, Tt i3 true that Ministers have a
lot to do in these days, more so to-day per-
haps than for many years past. But if
they could find some time to go about the
country individually, and members of Par-
liament could do likewise, it would asaist
this work of settling people on the land.

Mr. Lutey: What about our own people?

Mr. DAVIES: I am with the member for
Brownhill-Tvanhoe (Mr., Lutey) on that
peint and I think our own people have had
the opportunity all aleng. I think our own
people should have the same, if not even
better opportunities than the newcomers,
to settle on the land. We should ge through-
out the country and educate our own people
to a realisation of the fact that they
should not concentrate in cities but settle
in the country.

Mr. A. Thomson: If you can do that, yon
will do goed work.

My, DAVIES: That is so. There is one
portion of the Premier’s statement which
concerns me vitally as it affects my eclector-
ate. The Premier stated that he intended
to settle 10,000 acres along the Swan Valley.

Mr, Piesse: Not all in the Swan Valley.

Mr. DAVIES: I understand Toodyay
comes within the area referred to by the
Premier, so that the hon. member need not
be concerned. Tn the last annual report of
the Depariment for Agrieulture, I notice
that Mr. G. W. Wickens, the officer in
charge of fruit industries, says—

Fifteen acres of vineyard for dried
fruit purposes constitute a suitable area
for one man with a family, and I eon-
sider the best way to apportion this out
is to plant six aeres with sultanas, six
seres with muscats, and three with Zante
currants.

Mr. Harrison: He would have his work
eut out too.

Mr. Piesge: That is not enough.

Mr. DAVIES: T am inelined to agree with
the member for Toodyay (Mr. Piesse). The
expert, however, states that 15 acres econ-
stitute a snitable area for one man.

Mr., Harrison: No area is provided for
poultry or a cow.

Mr. DAVIES: Xo, nor is there any refer-
ence to a house.
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Mr. Teesdale: The scttler can live In a
hollow log.

Mr. DAVIES: There should at least be
some proviston for a house. It will be in-
teresting to know the average holding
worked by returned soldiers in the Swan
Valley. The average runs from 12 to 15
acres,

Mr. Denton: And they have a hard row
to hoe.

Mr. DAVIES: While the expert states
that a fair holding would be 15 acres. that
would be for land under cultivation. With
provision for a house and & e¢ow, T think
he should get at least 18 or 20 aecres.

Mr. Piesse: And that would not be
enough,
Mr. DAVIES: T think the Premicer

said, in the course of a speech—or was
it in 2 leading article in the “*West
Augtralian?’9——

Member: Probably in the leading article.

Myr. DAVIES: T think it was said that
the area of the holdings should be reviewed.
That is so, if the expert states that 15 acres
shonld be the average holding but does not
allow for a house or paddocks for the
settlers.

Mr. Wilson: Some experts
enough knowledge.

The Minister for Agriculture: That re-
port only deals with the vines; the seftler
can do other things as well.

Mr. DAVIES: But the report sets it out
clearly how the 156 acres should be dealt
with.

The Minister for Mines: The report does
not say that the 15 acres constitute the
whole holding.

Mr. DAVIES: The expert supgests that
this acreage should be taken up and planted
as he indicates. There are men in close
proximity to Perth making a living off
4% acres, and they reside within the boun.
daries of the Leederville electorate. In
last Monday’s ¢ Weat Australian,”’ it was
stated that there are six families there
with 80 children.

Mr. Carter: They do not only grow ecur-
rants in our distriet.

Mr. DAVIES: They must be electrie eur-
rents in that part of the State.

The Minister for Works: Eighty chitdrent

Mr. DAVIES: T assure hon. members that
T do not think that is quite true because I
made myself busy out there and the largest
family I found, as the result of my personal
investigation, was one of seven children. Tf
some have seven children, others must have 17,
but T failed to find them when I was there,
The aspeet T want to deal with partiealarly
is the statemen{ the Premier made when he
indicated he intended to put 10,000 additional
acres under vine. That will mean 500 new
settlers. It is intended to introduce 235,000
settlers a vear for the next three years, and
the Premier allots only 500 to the vine lands
of the Swan Valiey.

Mr. Piesse: That pumber should be in-
creased, We will have to do it.

have not
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AMr DAVIES:

Mr. Harrison:
tion,

Mr. DAVIES: Tt will, and T suggest to the
Premier that he should review his deeision
and increase the number of settlers to be
placed on our vine lands. T am convineed
that if the Premier would induee more settlors
to go in for the dried fruir industries, and
promote the settlement of land close to the
city, it would pay the State far better than
ta send out settlers 200 or 300 miles from
Perth,

Mr. Denton: 1f£ he did so, the settlers would
have a market at their back doors,

Mr. DAVIES: T am convineed, after tra-
velling throuzh the Swan Valley, and over the
country within a radins of from 50 to 60 miles
of Perth, that the land there is capable of
settling the whole population of Western Aus-
tralia. T think the Premier, while endeavour-
ing to scttle other parts of the State, should
o more in connection with the settlement of
the vine lands.

The Minister for Agriculture: We are
planting 200,000 additional sultana slips this
year.

Mr. Piesge: Where?

The Minister for Agriculture: In different
localities.

Mr. DAVIES: According to the annual re-
port of the Department of Agriculture for the
year ended 30th June, 1919, the exports of
dried fruits from Western Australia totalled
1,245 ewt.; three years later, that is to the
30th June, 1922, the exports had increased
tenfold, or to 12,147 ewt. If that increase
has taken place in three years, we may expect
a 20-fold increase within the next three years.
In thig departmental report reference is mada
to the Murray lands, in the Eastern States.
We are told that the average in Western Aus-
tralia is equal to the average of the Murray
lands, where they have between 25 and 30
ewt. to the acre. One great advantage which
the vine lands in Western Australia enjoy is
that there is no eall for irrigation, and no
payment to be made for grading or for chan-
nelling. On the Murray River settlements £3
per ac¢re per annum has to be paid for water,
while channelling and grading ecach cost an-
other £5 per acre.

That is so.
Tt will be a good proposi-

The Minister for Agriculture: But chan-
nelling and grading cannot be annual
charges.

Mr. DAVIES: I did not say they were.
Only the water is an annual charge. How-
ever, for the first year the vine grower in the
Murray settlement has to pay £13 per acre
over and above the bare cost of the land. T
am glad to notice that while the Minister for
Edueation is in the Eastern States a confer-
ence is being held respecting the marketing
of fruit, including dried fruit. Tt is regret-
table that the price of dried fruit om the
London market has fallen about 25 per cent.,
a serious position for the returmed soldiers
who have gone in for vine growing and whose
orchards are just coming into bearing.

The Miniater for Agriculture: The market
may have touched bottom.
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Mr, DAVIES: I hope it is so, The Pre-
micr has foreeasted a Closer Secttlement Bill
Coincidentally, he should bring down a pre-
posal to tax undeveloped lands in proximity
to railways. Of course, in some quarters it
would be regarded as confiseatory legislation.
However, last session, when dealing with the
Closer Settlement Bill, the I'remier himself
suggested that very tax. [t was one of the
three schemes he had for bringing those lands
into effective use,

Mr. Carter: But will
legitimate farmer?

Mr. DAVIES: No; because it will be im-
posed enly on undeveloped land. T was sorry
to hear the Promier say the other night that
he could not see how we eould get on without
‘party Government, I differ from the Premior
on that point. To-day he is the leader of
three partics.

Mr. Lutey: They are all one,

Mr. DAVIES: Yes, all one in the idea of
fostering the interests of the country. Never-
theless, the Premier is leader of three parties
who, for the time being, have sunk all party
differences.

Mr, Wilson: The National Labour Party
ou~ht to have a Minister.

Mr. DAVIES: That is not for me to say.
F'robably T agree with the hon. member that
the Nationul Labour Party ought to have
sume consideration. Still I think it was im-
politic of the Premier, of all men, tv say
that we cannot do without party Government.
Times ont of number has the ‘‘West Aus-
tralian’’ declared that the Premier is mno
party man, that if there is anybody in the
House who is a non-party man it is Sir James
Mitehell. Tt ought to be pointed out to the
Premier that there is on this side of the
House at least one party, the National Lab-
our Party, who have sunk party int-rests in
favonr of the interests of the State. Tn
justice to that party, the Premier onght to
qualify his opinions that we cannot do with-
out party Government,

Mr. Wilson: He ought to give you a Minis-
ter, at any rate,

Mr. DAVIES: I appeal to all sectious of
the House to follow the example set by the
Leader of the Opposition in his excellent
speech on the Address-in-reply. Notwith-
standing any personal differences which we
may have, let us consider the interests of the
State as against those of party.

it not affect the

Mr. MUXNSIE (Hannans) [5.10]: I helieve
this session will be largely occupied in denl-
ing with immigration. I am sorry the Stand-
ing Orders did not permit the Premier to con-
tinue giving us some information about the
immigration policy last night. The hon. mem-
ber who has just resumed his seat said that
if there is anything the peonle want to know
about the immigration scheme, it is some of
the details. 1 heartily agree with that. 1]
have endeavoured to take an intellizent in-
terest in the scheme, but up to date I do not
know anything at all of the details; and,
what is more, I do not think the Premier does,

[ASSEMBLY.}

either. I am sorry he is not here just now.
During the Premier’s speech I, by interjee-
tion, asked was he permitted under the scheme
to cxpend any part of the six millions in pro-
viding employment for our own people. To
that the Premier responded, ‘“Yes, I can uge
this money to any extent for the purpose of
providing work for our own people.’”’ He
outlined works, and the Governor’s Sreech
also outlined works. I do not kunow whether
they are to come out of the six millions. Tf
they are, then the statement made by Mr.
Colebateh at the function in the new theatre
wiay about right, namely, that it will take at
least three of the six millions to complete
these works, which will leave three millions
for the new immigrants. The reference in
the Governor’s Speech is as follows:—
The moneys 8o raised will be employed in
the following directions:—1. To strengthen
the fonds of the Agricultural Bank in order
that improvements, chiefly in the direction
of eclearing, fencing and dam sinking, may
be put in hand by existing holders to en-
able them to double the present production
of wheat, and to largrly increase the stock-
carrying capacity of their farms.
The Minister for Agrieulture: That money
will all go back.
Mr. MUNSIE: But is it to come out of
the six millions?
The Minister for Apgrienlture: In the first
place, yes.
Mr. MUNSIE: That is all right. The re-
faerence in th~ Governor’s Speech continues—
2. To provide for the housing of people in
eountry towns and distriets. 3. To seitle
6,000 additional settlers on the land. chiefly
in the So-th-West portion of the State, to
hring their holdings to a productive stage
by clearing, drainage, fencing and housing,
and to provide railways, roads and otber
faeilities to enable them to market their
products.
According to the Premier, it is not only a
Western Australian scheme, but an Austra-
lian scheme. since it is backed by the Com-
monwealth Government; wnot only an Aus-
tralian scheme, but an Imperial scheme, since
it is backed by the Imprrial Government also.
Recently we had a visit from the Prime Min-
ister, who travelled down to the South-West
for the purrose of seeing for himself the
lands on which the Promier intends to settle
the immirrants. In the course of the tour
the following rroposition was put up to the
Prime Minister:—*¢Secing that the Premier
is going to Fnrland for the purpose of trying
to induce 25.000 immigrants per annum to
come to W-stern Australia, chiefly to settle
on the land, some vprovigion should be made
for those people before they come here.”’
And the direet question put to the
Prime Minist~r wag this: ‘‘Are you pre-
pared to give the same conditions, and
allow the Premier to use that money for the
purpose of providing work for people already
in Western Auvstralia, prevaring the farms
for the immigrants against their arrival?’’
The reply received was unfortunately a point
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blank refusal, Mr. Hughes said he was not
prepared to assist our finanees or pay inter-
est on loan moneys to provide work for
people in Western Australia; it was not 2
reasonahle proposition.

The Minister for Works: He is finding
plenty of work for us in the way of paying
taxation.

Mr. MUXSIE: I admit that. ¥rom a
buginess standpoint there was a lot of logic
in the Prime Minister’s argument. He said
that if people in Western Australia were
out of work it was the duty of the Govern-
ment, if they desired to spend loan moneys
to provide work, to raise those loan moneys,
but he would not consent to the Common-
wealth bearing a proportion of the interest.
I want some definite information on the point
whether the Premier can spend any of the
money in this way. If he is going fo ex-
pend portion of the money and earry out
the work indicated in the Speech, three mil-
lions of it will be absorbed, leaving three
willions for settling 6,000 people in the
South-West. T de not wish to be pessimistie.
I want to sce people settled on the land,
but the Government are taking on an im-
possible task if they think they ecan settle
6,000 people in the South-West for three
millions of money. It is impossible to settle
a man in the Sovth-West for £500, That is
what it works out at.

Mr. Davies: The average man would be
giad to get £500. T wonld.

Mr. MUNSIE: Regarding settlement in
the South-West to date, if we can believe
the reports, even the departmental reports,
it has cost considerably over £300 for each
rettler. Take soldier setlement in the South-
West: The average cost of settling the men
has been considerably over £500. These
men were not placed on virgin land, but on
repurchased estates, and a large proportion
of the money was probably absorbed in the
purchasing of the land. If they had been
settled on virgin land, however, they would
have been in a worse position., Our exper-
ience is that £500 per settler is not sufficient.

Mr, Teesdale: It is not necessary to give
them a complete farm. The old settlers did
not have a farthing. They settled the eoun-
try without help from anybody.

Mr. MUNSIE: I admit that. Without in
any way reflecting upon immigrants or their
ability, the men out of work in this State,
particularly the timber workers and those
accustomed to bush and axe work, would do
over 50 per cent. more work during the first
gix or seven nonths than the best of the men
who are coming here. No one will dispute
that statement. The money could have been
expended om preparing the heldings and
there would then have been a beiter chance
of suceers, The Premier when questioned by
interjection—it is the omnly way we can get
any of the details of this scheme—stated
that the agreement was in writing. but tha
he had not yet got it from the Prime Min-
ister. My advice to the Premier js that the
sooner he gets that agreement in writing, the
better it will be for all concermed if he in-

259

tends to spend three of the six millions of
money to provide work for people in West-
ern Australia. If the Prire Minister finds
out that he intends to do this, the agrecment
may not be signed. I am a strong believer
in 8 policy of getting more people to come
to Western Australia. Our chief difficulty
arises from dearth of population, The great-
est drain on ocur finances is our railways.
If we had the most eapable manager in the
world in eharge of our railway system, he
could not make ends meet, owing to the
mileage of rdilway being so disproportionate
to the population of this State.

The Minister for Agriculture:
right.

Mr. MUNSIE: The only way out of the
difficulty i= to bring nore people here that
a greater volume of traflic might be provided
for the railways. If the Premier docs not
take serions steps to provide for the wants
of those people In Western Australia, thongh
he may get immigrants to come here, he will
lose a considerable number of the people al-
ready in the State. Tt is vseless for the Pre-
mier to say there is land for everyone who
wants it

Mr. Heron: 'Fhere is hot.

Mr. MUNSIE: There are a dozen people
in this city who are prepared to go almost
anywhere in the State if they can get Jand. I
know of ome family of five—four of them
boys—anxious to go on the land. They have
n ade no fewer than five applicationsg for land.
I admit they have to take their chance by
going before the Land Board.

The Minister for Agrieulture: We have
put more people on the land this year than
were put on in the best year the State ever
bad, except one.

Mr. MUNSIE: A good deal of that is
accounted for by the group seitlement.
There are plenty of people in Western Aus-
tralia who want land but who do not wint
it under the group settlement system.

The Minister for Agriculture: They want
town hall sites.

Mr. MUNSIE: No, they do not. If I
wanted land ever so badiy, I wounld not take
up a block 50 miles from a railway. If a
man cannot get land nearer to a railway
than 50 miles, it is no test of the sincerity
of his desire to take np land that he refuses
a block so remote from communication. Ap-
plications have already been ecalled for
blocks in the Newdegate area. Those people
who gettle there will be much too far from
a railway and the question of building a
railway to Newdegate has not yet been con-
sidered by Parliament.  Still, applications
are being ecalled for 47 blocks at Newde-
gate, and I believe an enormous number of
applications have been received. Probably
when those blocks have been settled, another
47 blocks will be made available, for which
there will be another set of applicants. So
presently we shall find 100 or 150 settlers
at Newdegate with no possible chance of
producing one pound of stuff which they will
be able to market. This will be a very ser-
ious etate of affairs. The Premier realises

That is
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that the State has been losing population
during the Jast nine years or we would not
have had our attention directed to this fact
by the Speech. It is a most deplorable state
of affairs that in the 13 vears from 1909 to
1921 though 43,409 people were brought into
the State, at the end of that period we had
an excess of only 9,468 people. .

The Minister for Agriculture: We are
bringing them here now and putting them
on the Jand and, onee a man settles on the
land, it is 2 diffieult matter to leave,

Mr. MUNSIE: But the great majority of
the people brought lere previously came
here for that very purpose,

The Minister for Agriculture: No.

Mr. MUNSIE: Evidently a lot have left
the land. The Premier admits that over
3,000 soldiers have heen settled on farms
purchased from individual farmers. Tbis
has not had the effect of increasing land
settlement in the State. I am not sayiog
anything against that policy; probably the
soldier deserved the best that could be
given him, but in buying out established
farmers in order to settle the soldiers, the
Government were not adding to the produc-
tion of the State. In many instances ex-
perienced farmers were bought out and in-
experienced men were put in their places.
I hope this will not be done with the immi-
grants who are coming here mow. If no
provision is made for the people already in
Western Australia, they will leave the coun-
try to the immigrant. I want Australians
to remain in Western Australia.

The Minister for Works: So do we all.

Mr. MUNSIE: And I want to see pro-
vision made for the Australians already in
this State. I urge on the Government the
necessity for speeding up land settlement
that people already in the State and want-
ing land may be able to get it. There is
great need for this. I believe there are at
present more applications for land by
people belonging to Western Australia than
ever there have been in the history of the
department. Of course a considerable num-
ber will shorily be absorhed in the group
settlements. This will relieve the position
to some extent, but it seems atrange that
the Government should be so confident of
their ability te absorb the number of immi-
grants mentioned and also provide land for
our own people, in view of the evidence
tendered before the Royal Commission on
Forests. Applieation was made for 10,000
acres of ent-over karri coun{ry and the offi-
cer in charge of the Agricultural Bank and
of group scttlement, Mr. McLarty, in the
courge of evidence on oath, said the depart-
ment must have that 10,000 acres of karri
country. According fto the report in the
“‘West Australian’’ he said, ‘If we do not
get it, we have no other land.”’

The Minister for Works: Where is that
10,000 acres?

Mr. MUNSIE: At Pemberton,

Hon. P. Collier: Two of the deparimental
officers said that.
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The Minister for Works: I do not think
you are quoting the evidence correctly.

Mr. MUNSIE: I bhave not had an oppor-
tunity to read the evidence, but I have
quoted it as reported in the ‘‘West Aua-
tralian.”? ,

The Minister for Works: I tl‘!i’k it is
wrong. B

Hon. P. Collier: He did say it.

Mr. MUNSIE: Two of the departmental
officers stated that they must bave that
land, that there was no other land suitable
for group settlement at the time. There
was other land but it was not served by
railway.

The Minister for Mines: I think they
said ‘‘similarly situated at the moment.’’

Mr. MUNSIE: I wish to direct the Pre-
mier's attention to a book published in
1919 entitled ‘‘Western Awnstralia for the
Bettler.’’ This book is freely distributed
from the Agent-General’s office in London,
1t gives to the intending emigrant informa.
tion regarding the conditions of settlement
in Weatern Australia. I do not blame the
department for giving a fairly glowing
account of Wesatern Australia. I have not
travelled outside the Commonwealth, but I
have visited all the States in the Common-
wealth and T am satisfied there is no State
which offers facilities for land settlement
equal to those offered by Western Australia,

Mr. A. Thomson: Nor any other part of
the world.

Mr. MUNSIE: I cannot speak of any
other part of the world, but T do kunow most
of tbe cities in Awustralia. They bave
drawn the long bow as far as many of
their statements are concerned. It is not
a good thing to mislead the people before
they leave England. If they are to be
satisficd when they get here, they should
be told the truth at the other end and not
at this end. This book will lead some immi.
grantd to believe tbat things are different
in Western Australia from what they will
actually find shen they get here. The firsc
time 1 saw this book was when an immi-
grant showed it to mec. “He had brought it
out from England. In the book the immi-
grant had there were three insets bringing
it up to date, namely the 21st September,
1921, The information contained in that
book was, therefore, supposed to be reliable.
The information I shall guote from the
book I have here, is the same as is con-
tained in the book the immigrant had.
There ias a price list published here of com-
modities sold in Western Australia, but the
prices are absolutely erroneons. It shows-
in the cost of living list that certain goods
can be purchased in Western Australia at
a price far below what they would actually
cost.

The Minister
anything wrong
about the land?

Mr, MTUNSIE:
through it yet.
pression ‘‘boom

for Agriculiure: Is there
in the information given

I have not gone thoroughly
We have heard the ex-
and bust.’’ There is a
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considerable amount of boom about this
book, and I hope it will not lead to ‘‘bust’’
56 far as the immigrant is concerned. Sugar
is quoted here at 314d. per L.

The Minister for Mines: That is in the
cane,

Mr, MUNSIE: Yes, probably. But the
immigrant thinks he can get it from the
storekeeper at that price, Milk is quoted
at 8d. per tin.

The Minister for Mines:
CCY.

Mr. MUNSIE: No, that is quoted as in the
tin and the cow does not happen to have
awallowed the tin, I have here this month’s
list of Carter’s groceries. There is no cheaper
grocery establishment in Western Australia
than Carter’s.

Mr, Tecsdale: That is worth a £50 adver-
tiscment in the ‘‘ West Australian.*’

Mr., MUNSIE: It is true, nevertheless. I
have compared Carter’s prices with the prices
named in the book. Sugar at 334, in the
book is quoted by Carter at Gd.; milk at 8d.
in the book is quoted by Carter at 1s. 2144,
for Nestle’s, and 1s. 14, for Ideal; potatoes
are quoted in the book at 1s. a stone, and by
Carter at 1s. 7d.

Mr. Mann: Potatoes were at 1s. for a long
time.

Mr, MUNSIE: Ouly for a little while,
Most of the items quoted in this cost of living
list are proportionately below the actoal
prices.

My, Chesson: And only in Perth,

Mr. Teesdale: That price list was mot an
inset in 1921, was it?

Mr. MUNSIE: No. The book was given to
the immigrant as containing the actual prices
he would have to pay. The insets in the book
were correcting some of the statements over
which they had been placed. The hook also
states that board and lodging can be obtained
in Perth and Fremantle at £1 per week and
upwards. Where can you get board and lodg-
ing for that price?

Hon. P. Collier: What department ia re-
sponsible for telling such deliberate lbies in
Eugland? 1t is scandalous.

Mr, Teesdale: The information is given in
a lump. These errors ereep in. It is not in-
tended that the information should be mislead-
ing.
Mr. Corboy: It is very serious for the immi-
grant.

Mr. MUNSIE: I hope the statements I am
making will not injure the immigration
scheme. Even if they do so I must tell the
truth when I believe the immigrant has been
misled in Engltand.

Mr. Teesdale: Tt is rank carelessness on
thie patt of Savoy House to adopt a priece list
like this en biec instead of eorreeting it,

Mr. MUNSIT: The book gocs on te say
there are facilities for getting abont in
the shape of trams, trains, motor-cars, steam-
ers, ete., all requitements in this direction be-
jng provided. That is quite right. I believe
we have these conveniences even more S0 sinee
the Como tram was constructed.

That is in the
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The Minister for Mines: You will certainly
make it pay by advertising it so much.

Mr. MUNSIE: I hope it dees pay. I am
now a shareholder in these Government trams.

The Minister for Works: That is the pro-
per spirit to show.

Mr. MUXNSLE: Here is another paragraph
that should be of interest to the farmers, I
have heard & lot about the hardship that the
farmers contend with in the pioneering stages:
they have to put up with o great deal; they
bave to work. This book is supplied to immi-
grants who are advised te come out here and
go on the land. Dealing with recreation and
amusement it says—

The larger towns of the State provide
amusement in the shape of theatres, picture
shows, races, agricultural shows; while on
the coast there are the advantages of boaf-
ing, swimming, fishing, etc.

The Minister for Works: And Parliament
House!

Mr. MUNSIE: The bock continues—

It is the generzl practice of the farmers

before or after harvest to spend a few

weeks at the coast and thus provide a

change for themselves, their wives and

families.

Hon, P. Collier: That is true of the Ter-
race farmer; or rather he iakes a change
by spending a few weeks on his farm.

The Minister for Works: All the old West-
ern Australian farmers do that every year.

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not say that all the
information eontained in this bock is either
unirue or misleading. To a great extent that
is not so.

Mr, Teesdale: The price lists are mislead-
ing.

Mr. MUNSIE: That is so. The Premier
has said that under the group settlement
scheme the men have to work in the group
in which they will ultimately obtain a block.
RBlen who come to YWestern Australia to take
up blocks under the group settlement scheme
will expert, while doing the work of clearing,
ete., to be entitled to workers’ eompensation.
That is mot se. Why, therefore, say so in
this book? Every immigrant who comes here,
even if he is not going on the land, is sent to
a farmer for experience in clearing and gen-
eral farming operations. Immediately such a
man takes on clearing lhe is no longer
entitled to worker’s compensation. I urge
the Government to introduce a Bill this
session to over-ride the judgment which has
been delivered in respeet to workera’ eom-
pensation. For years we tried to get the
Government to realise the necessity for ex-
tending the principle of workers’ compensa-
tion. The Labour Government extended it
somewhat, but I would like to see it applied
to the clearer on the land.

Mr. A, Thomson: To which case do you
refer?

3! MUINSIE: To the judgment which held
that the piece worker in the timber indnstry
was not entitled to compemsation. We tried
for many years to have the tributer brought
in under the Workers’ Compensation Act. On
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two occasions the Labour Government passed
a Bill turough this House giving tke tributer
the right to compensation, but each time it
was rejected in another place. The present
Government amended the Workers' Compen-
sation Act to include tributers, and these are
now entitied to compensation. not more so,
however, than is the man engaged in elearing.
Take the men who have been sent to Newde-
gate recently. Of the 119 men who were sent
there, about 70 are married, and a big major-
ity of these have left their wives and families
within the metropolitan area. The men have
started work there, and are so badly off under
present eonditions that they find it hard to
send a few shillings a week to their wives.
How murh worse would their position be if
they were injored and could mnot send any-
thine? That is why I want them to he
brought under the provisions of the Workers’
Compensation Act,

The Minister for Minea: Did not the Gov-
ernment bear the cost of the aetion?

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, but the judgment has
gone against us, T hope the Government will
amend the Aet alont those lines. A good
deal has been said about the drift to the
eity. One cannot blame people for eoming
to the ecity, if they ean do so, for the reason
that they are not treated fairly in many of
the country districts. T am not referring so
much to their treatment by other people in
the country districts, as T am to their treat-
ment by the merehants in Perth. The earning
capacity of the man in the country is very
little above that of the man in the eity. If
the country worker has to pay 20 per cent.
more for his goods he is not as well off as
the city man, and will naturally want to come
to the city.

The Minister for Works: He gets some
things cheaper, such as house rent, firewood,
ete.

Mr. MUNSIE: Therc are many things he
has to pay wmore for. There are merchants
in Perth who, if a man opens a business in
the country and attempts to undersell the
principal business in the place, will refuse
to supply him with goods,

AMr., A. Thomson: Can you prove that stat:-
ment?

Mr. MUNSTE: I will do so before I sit
down,

Mr. Teestale: You mean in regard to srecial
proprietary lincs?

Mr. MUNSIE: No.

Mr. Teesdale: You are generally wrong.

Mr, MUNSIE: T am not wrong this time.
I am referring to general lines. T ean prove
what I say. T know the statement is a seri-
ous one, but it is absolutely true, and I have
the authority of the man in question to use
his name,

Mr. Teesdazle: You mean in regard to
Nestle’s milk, and lines of that doseription?

Mr. MUNSIE: DPurhaps the hon, member
will wait 2 minute. A man opened a small
store at Meckering, a mixed business in men’s
clothing, hoots, ete. He was getting hig svp-

[ASSEMBLY ]

ples from Messrs. D. & W. Murray, whose
traveller called at Meckering. The traveller
saw the storekeeper and told him that the
samples would be open for inspection at one
o’clock, At that hour the storekeeper called
on the traveller, who said, ‘‘Unfortunat:ly,
in the meantime T bave bad a conversation
with Mr. Rhodes, and that gentleman re¢-
murked that if I snpplied you with goods, he
would have to cut oot his erder.’’ Mr. Rhodes
is the big storekeeper of the town and hap-
pened to be the traveller’s best customer.
The outcome of this was that the small store-
keeper, whose name is Miller, posted this
notice on his shop window—

Pubtic notice. February 1st, 1922, Mr.
Johnson, the traveller for D, & W, Giurray,
wholesale warehousemen of Perth, called
on me to-day and invited me to view his
samples at 1.30 pam. so that T might buy’
anytbing I required for this shop. I kept
the appointment, but before secing the
samples Mr. Johmson told me that as Mr,
Rhodes, storekceper of this town, had met
him in th> meantime, and told him that if
be snpplied me, he (Mr. Rhodes) would
turn them dewn, he had to do as Mr,
Rhodes wished, seeine that Mr. Rhodes was
the bigger buyer. The questioll how is—
will the publie stand for this kind of boy-
cotting? Tf you want cheap goods you ean
still come over here to the cheap side.

I have the original of that notice. That was
on the 1st February. Evidently people had
been talking about what had happened and it
rot to the ears of Mr. Johnson, who rushed
back to Mr. Miller on the 2nd February, and
tricd to persnade him to take the notice off
the window, as it would likely do D. & W.
Murray some harm. Miller replied that it
wonld not do him any harm, and that if he
could not get what he required from Murray’s
he wonld get it from another firm. Johnson
replied, ‘Tt is ail a misunderstanding; we
are prepared to supply you.’’ Miller then re-
torted, ‘*But T am not prepared to take your
word now unless you give it to me in writ-
ing.’’ Then Johnson wrote as follows:—

Meckering, 2nd February, 1922, 1In re-
ference to our conversation re the question
of supplying you, we were labouring under
a misunderstanding and are willing to sup-
ply yon with any goods required—Sgd. A.
R. Johnson.

Mr, Sampson: What is wrong with that?

Mr. MUXNSIE: Nothing whafever. Bt
wait. Johnson then told Miller that he would
be in Meckering on the following Tuesday.
Tuesday came and Mr. Johnson did not put
in an appearance. On Wednesday Jehnson
turned up at Meckering, called on the other
storekeeper, and departed. Miller wus not
aware of Johuson’s vigif until after he had
gone. Miller then wrote to D. & W. Murray
inw Porth and explained what had transpired.
Thia is the reply which the manager of that
firm sent to Mr. Miller—

Perth, 18th Feb,, 1922, Mr. Phil Miller,
Meckering. Dear Sir,—In reply to your
letter of the 16th inst., we have to advise
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you that we are uot prepared to open up

any new accounts at Meckering at the

present time. TYours faithfully, E. H.

Fairey, Manager, D, & W, Murray, Ltd.
That might mislead the public if they were
not made aware of the full strength of the
posifion. I have herc an invoice from D. &
W. Muorray, Ltd., dated 1st November, 1921,
for goods supplied to Mrs. P. Miller, Meck-
ering. This shows that I. & W. Murray
closed down on an old customer because
that customer was under-selling oune who
was o bigger buyer. In the letter I have
just vead that firm told Miller that they
were not opening new avcounts,

Hon. P. Collier: Aad Miller was prepared
to pay cash,

Mr. MUNSIE: Miller paid eask through-
out,

Mr. Mann: Ia that the Phil. Miller wheo
was in Northam?

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes.

Mr. Maon: He was always in trouble
there with the other storekeepers.

Hon, P. Collier: A man will always get
into trouble if be under-sella others,

Mr. MUNSIE: I may explain that Miller’s
wife is running the business in Northam,
and she still gets her supplies from Mur-
rays, with whom she has been Qealing for
15 years. 8he decided to open a branch at
Meckering, and D. & W. Murray supplied
her with goods, but becanse she was under-
selling Rhodes, the other storekeeper, they
¢losed on her gnd gave as an excuse that
they were not opening any new accounts.

Mr. Sampson: There may be another side
to the story.

Mr., MUNSIE: Possibly, and the hon,
member may make any inquiry he likes,
Miller is an uncertificated bankrupt and is
therefore only the manager of his wife's
business in Meckering.

Mr. Richardson: Have you the letter he
wrote to D. & W. Murray?

Mr. MUNSIE: No, but T bave seen it.

Mr, Richardson: That would fix the whole
question.

Mr. MUNSIE: I shall quote now another
ingtance of a similar nature where the firm
of Richard Holmes & Co., wholesale grocers,
are concerned. Miller wrote to this firm
on the 27th June last as follows:—

Dear Birs,—I am running a mixed busi-

ness here—hoots, drapery, ete,, and I am

thinking of adding groeeries. Are you
prepared to supply me with any goeds I
may Trequire? For references communi-
cate with Goode, Durrant & Co.
He waited until the 12th July and, having
received no reply, he wrote again to Rich-
ard Holmes & Co., repeating what he had
previously written and explaining that he
would pay cash, underlining the last two
words. On the 17th July he received the
following reply from Richard Holmes &
Co.:—
We have to acknowledge receipt of your
favour of the 12¢h inat. We must apolo-
gise for delay in replying to your leiter
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of the 27th ult., but, owing to stekness
in this office, apparently this letter, by
some manner of means, was filed away
and overlocked. We regret that, as we
are already doing business with two or
three other stores in your town, we can-
pot see our way eclear to open up any new
business at the present time. Thanking
you for your offer, (sgd.) Richard Holmes
& Co.
The Minister for Works: They are en-
titled to do that; the other case is different
altogether.

Mr, MUNSIE: They may be eontitled to
retuse business, but it does seem remark-
able that a man who is prepared to pay cash
should be turned down inerely because the
people to whom he is applying for goods
are trading with others in the same town.
If the Minister for Works were running a
store and had a number of customers in one

‘town, and another came along and asked

to be supplied, would he refuse to sell to
that person?

The Minister for Works: If we had an
agent in the town, the goods would go
through him,

Mr. MUNSIE: The firms I have quoted
have no agents at Meckering, and they are
supplying the other stores there,

Mr. Pickering: Did he send the letter as
manager for his wifef

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes. It ia incidents of this
kind whieh have a good deal to do with the
drift to the eity. If people cannot get goods
at a reasonable priee in the country, they be-
come discontented and leave for the eity.
I am blaming the merchants, and I want the
Government to introduce legislation such
as that which exists in the other States.
The Government would be acting wisely if
they did this. In New Bouth Wales special
legisiation was passed to deal with profit-
eering of this kind, and the authorities there
have power to investigate and, if proof be
forthcoming that profiteering exists, a fine
or imprisonment, or both, may be imposed.
There have been cases in that State where
the judge has ordered merchants to supply
customers irrespective of whether those
merchants liked it or mot. Just let me
quote a case, In the ‘*West Australian’’
of the 11th July there appeared the report
of a cage heard in the Anti-profiteering
Court in Sydney againat H, L. Bussell &
Co. that, being wholesale traders in gelf-
raising flour, they refused to supply to re-
tril traders who sold at retail prices lower
than those sought to be maintained by the
company. dJudge Beeby found that the
practice was an unfair method of trade,
and he issued an order requiring the com-
pany, within one month, to cease the
practice it had adopted. If similar legisla-
tion existed in Western Anungtralia, there
would not be any complaints similar to
those which T kave quoted. The reason for
the high retail price of many articles in
Western Australia is mainly due to extor-
tion on the part of the wholesale houses.



264

The Minister for Works: The brewers
fine retailers 3s. a dozen if they sell under
a ecertain price.

Mr. MUNSIE: There exists Federal legis-
lation to deal with matters of this kind, but
no one will take action. Cases have been
brought under the notice of the Federal
authorities and nothing has been done.
Take the cass of Charles Carter, who is
handling ovur dried fruits. Carter was pur-
chaging about two-thirds of the total out-
put of Western Australia and selling it at
Ti4d. per 1h. Withont notifying Carter,
somebody else came along, got possession
of the whole of the output of this State,
shipped it to the Eastern States, and then
sent it back to Western Australia and de-
manded that Carter should charge 10d. a 1b,
We have that in black and white.

- Mr. Davies: Did the growere get an in-
erensed price? .

Mr. MUNSIE: No. They got exactly
the same price as had been paid to them by
Carter, who sold at 714d., and was satisfied
with that selling price. I have here amother
extract dealing with beer. A woman in
France was retailing beer at a certain price
per boitle. The brewery demanded that she
should inerease the price. She refused, say-
ing she was satisfied with the profit she was
making. The brewery cut off her supplies.
She took action against the brewery com-
pany under the French law, with the result
that the president of the brewery company
was given 12 months and fined £100, and
gshe was awarded £800 damages.

Mr. Pickering: Do you advocate that sys-
tem here? ’ ‘

Mr. MUNSIE: Something on the same
lines, though the instance I have given may
be extreme.

The Minister for Mines: The City Coun-

¢il are doing the same thing with electric
gurrent.
* Mr. MUNSIE: That ia"quite a different
proposition. T suggest that the Government
introduce during this session 2 Bill to amend
the Workers’ Compensation Aet, and also
legislation empowering them to prevent peo-
ple from compelling other people to charge
high prices. There has been a xood deal of
talk concerning industrial unrest in Western
‘Augtralia, and latterly there have heen some
rather serious rumours. I am not too sure
that we are quite ont of the wood yet. We
cannot possibly expeet te have industrial
peace while the Qovernment continually in-
terfere with the Arhitration Court.

Mr. Pickering: ITn what way?

Mr. MUNBIE: By altering its constitu-
tion. T am referring to the Federal Arbi-
tration Court. Unfortunately for wus, most
of our Western Australian craft uwnions are
Federa! unions, linked up with ¥Federal
uninns registered under the Federal Arbitra-
tion Aet. Tt s difficult to withdraw from
Pederal repistration. T do not know of one
Western  Australinn  organisation registered
federally that would not willingly get away
‘from that registration. Two unions are try-
ing to do so0 now. This is not surprising, in
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view of the interference to which the unions
are subjected. And then there is the mat-
ter of expense. It cost the enginecrs £20,000
to get their Federal award. They were very
anxious to get before the Federal Arbitra-
tion Court before the constitution of the
court was changed. They did get before the
court, and to do 50 cost them £20,000. Within
12 months of their getting the award, what
is known as the Industrial Peace Act was in-
troduced into the Federal Parliament. I do
not think that even the Prime Minister would
contradict me when I say that that picce of
legislation was introduced for the expresa
purpose of getting rid of Mr. Justice Hig-
gins. The day the measure was announced
Mr. Justice Higgins, speaking from the
bench of the Arhitration Court, said that if
the Bill was passed by the Federal Parlia-
ment there would be no alternative for him
but to resign.

Mr. Davies: The unions
Tndustrial Peace Act.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Federal Government
put the measure through, and thereby got
Mr. Justice Higgins off the bench; and now
they will not allow Mr. Justice Powers to
make nse of the Imdustrial Peace Act. The
coal miners of Newcastle are the strongest
industrial organisation in Australia; and
they are pressing day after day for the ap-
plication of the Industrial Peace Act, bhut
they cannot obtain it. No industrial organ-
isation in Australia is getting the benefit of
the Act to-day. The Newcastle ceal miners
have been strong enough to maintain the
position that they will not agree to altéra-
tion of conditions until either thoy come un-
der the Industrinl Peace Act or elsc a
mutual agreement is arrived at.

Mr. Davies: That is not so. The Prime
Minister puryosely brought the coal miners
under the Industrial Peace Act. :

Mr. MUNSIE: They arc not under it to-
day. ’

Mr. Davies: They are.’

AMr. MUNSIE: Hihble has heen appointed
chairman vunder the I'ndustrial Peace Act.

Mr. Davies: 'That is so.

Mr. MUXNSTE: A econference was re-
cently held. Did Mibble give a decision?

My, Davies: Yes, He gave a decision in
favour of the miners apainst the employers.
- Mr. MUNSIE: The hon, member has in-
formation that T have not got. So far as [
know, all that happened was that Hibble de-
eiled wages should remain as they were in-
stead of the owners Dbeing permitted to re-
diice them by 33 per ceut.

Mr. Davies: No. The e¢oal proprietors
vited the union hefore the Federal Arbitea-
tion Court, but there were several earlier
cases pending,

Mr. MUXNSIE:

asked for the

What 18 being done now?

Alr. Davies: The other rases are being
heard.
Mr. MUXNSIE: Mr, Justice Higgins has

been replared hy Mr. .Tustice Powers, whom
T do not know and whom T shall" not eriti-
eise, I will, however, criticise a deecision he
gave recently from ihe Federal Arhitration
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Court beneh. I vefer to the award provid-
ing for quarterly gradation of wages on the
bagis of Knibbs’s figures. He introduced
that innovation in spite of the opposition of
every unionist in Australig.

Mr. Davies: With the exception of Mr.
Charlten,

Mr. MUNSIE: The hon, member is wrong.

Hon. P, Collier: Where are all the news-
paper clippings, and 80 on, of the member

[The Speaker resumed the Chair,]

Mr. MUNSIE: The Labour movement,
ineluding Mr. Charlton, tried for ahout three
Years to get an automatic variation of wages
while prices were rising. As a reason for
that request we put forward the fact that
the Arbitration Courts, both State and Fed-
eral, were absolotely congested. Yn some
aases it took us 18 months to get before the
Federal eonrt, and 15 months to get before
our State court; and with what result? That
with the exception of Government cmployees
nobody got retrospective pay. Every possi-
ble obstacle was put in the way of our get-
ting to the court while prices were going up
and increase of wages was inevitable, Buj
when prices begin to drop, the judge of his
own initiative said, ‘“We are going to have
an automatic system of regulating wages, a
system which will apply quarterly.’’ The

worker had stood out for his rights
for- four . or five years, but immed-
iately prices have got to the top the

judge wants the worker to be the first suf-
ferer from any reduction of prices. In view
of such. interfercnce one cannot be surprised
at industrial unrest. In the engineers’ ease
the main isswe was the hours to be worked.
The judge himself admitted that the en-
gineers’ advoeate had put up a remarkable
case in the matter of hours. At all events,
it was gso good a case that the court found
it necessary to grant the 44 hours’ week,
What was the resuli? There was an ontery
by the employera’ federations of Australin,
and” Mr. Hughes took upon himself, without
consulting the Federal Parliament, which was
not sitting, but presumably after consulting
Cabinet, to decide that here again the law
must be amended, that no judge should have
the right to decide what hours should be
worked, that that matter most be decided by
three judges. He had got rid of Higgins,
and had got Powers on the bench. That
was one atep the employers wanted.

Mr. Davies: Powers was on the beneh he-
fore that.

Mr. MUNSIE: But only as a deputy. Im-
mediately Higgins went out, Powers became
Precident of the Federal Arbitration Court, It
has taken Hughes about nine months to appoint
the other two judges who, with Powers, are
to. decide questions of hours, Statistics show
that the aggrepate age of the three judges is
fully 200 years. Powers is aged 72, and
Quick 71, so that the third judge would not
have to be old in order to make the aggre-
gate two centuries.

‘Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.90 p.m.

265

Mr. MUNSIE: Before the tea adjourn-
ment 1 was dealing with the question of in-
dustrial unrest, and I gave some reasons for
that state of affairs, including the alteration
in the principle governing the Commonwealth
Arbitration laws, There is no deubt in my
mind that employees and the unions generally
will not approach the Arbitration Court while
the present system of automatic adjustment
of wages continues. I do not intend {o say.
anything further on that point at the present
juncture. There is ne indieation in the Gov-
crnor’s Speech that an endeavour is to be made
to revive the mining industry. I realize that
the Government will find it very diffienlt to
do anything that will tend to revive that in-
dustry. For years past I have nrged that the
industry cannot he rehabilitated to amy great
extent so long as the present mining legis-
lation remains on our statete hook. T am.
more convineed as time goes on that such:
is the position. The existing legislation’
ghould be amended. There was condiderable.
trouble over a period of yéars regarding,
various phases of the mining industry, par-.
ticularly in conneetion with tributing. That:
continued until auch time as the -Government,
passed an Act dealing with tributing. Tf
the mine owners had treated: that ‘amending’
legislation reasonzbly and had given it a_fair
chance, possibly we would not have exper-
jenced the mining slump that exists to-day.
I realise that the depression is due to the-
high cost of produetion and that feature
has been attribnted by the employers to high’
wages, to a large degree. I admit that the-
wages question Tepresents one faetor in the:
high cost of productioh, but the increased
cost dve to wages is infinitesimal compared
with the inereased costin other directions.

The Premier: What about the high cost
of explogives?

Mr, MUNSIE: That has something to
do with it, and T think the Gov-
ernment conld assist the mining industry
in that econnection. I  believe that "if
the Government adopted a bold attitude re-:
garding explosives they might decide to be-
come the sole importers of that mining
requisite. X . _

The Premier: What about the tarifff

Mr. MUNSIE: The tariff has algo some-
thing to do with it, and the Government too-
arg copeerned in that.

The Premier: How sof

Mre. MUXNSIE: Within the last seven or
cight months the Government have put an
extra 15 per cent. on railway freights for
explosives, The lecal governing bodies and
representatives of the Chamber of Mines
waited upon the Minister for Mines by way of
a deputation. 'The Minister took the chair
when that question was raised. )

Mr. Bovland: The Government remitted
thoso freights. . -

Me, MUNSIE: Not for a considerable time.
T believe they could remit a little more of
the freights,

Mr. Boyland: Hear, hear!
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The Minister for Mines: We could remit all
charges, but if we are to make the services
pay, we must gei the money somewhere.

My, MUNSTE: That is so, but the Gov-
ernment are remitting charges to-day to boost
other induostries to an abnormal extent, while
they will not do it for the mining industry.

Mr. Boyland: Hear, hear!

The Minister for Mines:
tirely different thing.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Government are actu-
ally hauling the farmers’ wheat at a losa.
They may just clear charges in that respect,
but they are certainly hauling superphos
phates at an exceptional loss, If it is right
to encourage one industry, surely it is right
to encourage the mimug indnstry as well.
Relief respecting the freight on explosives
will assist mining generally. Regarding the
Mining Act Amendment Act which was passed
to deal with the tributing difficulty, I was a
member of the Royal Commission appointed
to consider the provisions of that measure.
The effect following upon the passing of that
legislation was the same as that which fol-
lowed the passing of the earlier measure.
The companics refused to take any notice of
the amending legislation cxcept to indieate
that they would work in accordance with its
provisions where they were compelled to de sq,
but that they would increase their charges aec-
cordingly. The companies have sveceeded in
doing that, with the result that they have held
up large auriferous areas, which have not
been let on tribute. There is one company
on the Golden Mile that kolds, including tail-
ings areas, 623 acres.

The Minister for Mines: The tailings areas
have nothing to do with it. That aspect has
nething to do with mining.

Mr. MUNSIE: T am including the tailings
areas hecanss I do not know the actual area
covered. I know the company has over 500
acres of mining leases. Some of the leases
have been let on tribute but many of them are
practically idle. I want to impress upon the
Minister for Mines that the Act must be
altered. Take the question of tailings. There
are heaps of tailings that are estimated to
contain £200,000 worth of gold, according to
the mesays. There is no law—I admit the
Government are powerless in the matter—
that can compel the ¢wner of the tailings to
treat them. Two different parties have at.
tempted to treat that particular heap of tail-
ings, but have failed. Another man, however,
is prepared to put in £10,000 of his own
money to treat them. He believes he can
extract at least £150,000 worth of gold from
the tailings at a cost of £120,000. Tf that
man is permitted to spend £120,000, that
amount will be cirenlating in the couutry——

The Minister for Mines: That is, if the
owner will give them to him.

Mr. MUNSIE: I will come to that point.
There has been a lot of talk in this Chamber
for many years about a tax on the unim-
proved value of land. Why should 8 man by
the payment of 5s. a year be able to held
up tailings estimated to contain £200,000

That is an en-
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worth of gold? That man will not treat the
tailiugs, Why should there be amy differ-
ence between tailings and unused land?

The Minister for Mines: The position is
cotively different.

Mr, MUNSIE: Roth produce capifal, and
if a man has something he will not use and
will not permit anyone else to use, he should
be compelled to allow it to be used.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Mr. MUNSIE: That is the view I take of
it. Before concluding, I wish to refer to the
State trading concerns, The Primary Pro-
ducers’ vonference had a good deal to say
about them, and of course they came to the
same conclusion, namely, that the State trad-
ing converns should be disposed of as, in the
opinion of the conference, they represented
unfair competition with private enterprise.
For my part, I think the trading concerns are
serving a very useful purposs, partienlarly the
State Implement Works.

Mz, Mann: Apparently the farmers do not
want them.

Mr, MUNSIE: If those works went out of
existence to-morrow and the combine secured
control, the farmers would be squealing to
get the implements at the same price again.

My, Clydesdale: My word, they would.

Mr. MUNSIE: Regarding the State Imple-
ment Works, I wish to refer to a reply I got
in connection with the manufacture and erec-
tion of crames at Bunbury. Had the State
Implement Works not been in existence, the
money involved would have been lost to West-
ern Awstralia.

Mr, Mann: Seme private firm might have
donce the work.

My, MUNSIE: Tendera were called for and
prices were ohtained. The cranes formerly
imported for this sort of work were made
in Scotland.

The Minister for Works: By William Arrol
& Co,

Mr. MUNSIE: The reply to my gquestion
shows that the ¢ranes were munufactured at
the State works and ecrected at Bunbury at
a cost that represented a total saving on the
estimated tender price of the imported articles
of £11,223.

Mr. MaeCallum Smith: Private enterprise
might have saved the State more.

The Minister for Works: While the State
manufactures the machinery for itsclf?

Mr. MacCallum Swmith: But you kill pri-
vate enterprise,

Mr. MUNSTE: T do not know of any pri-
vate enterprise that has been killed by the
State trading concerns. .

Mr. Clydesdale: At any rate the ‘‘Sunday
Times’’ i3 not killed yet. .

Mr. Mann: Do the Siatec Implement Works
pay income tax?

My, MUNSIE: No, but the State Imple-
ment Works are operating under greater dis-
advantages than any private trading concern.
The State Sawmills represent one branch and
last vear they showed & profit of abont
£50,0060. That profit went into the Treasury
aund was not credited to the State Sawmills.
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If those mills want to do any extra work
this year and £5,000 extra working capital
is required, 6 per cent, interest on the moncy
has to be paid, despite the fact that last year
the works handed over £50,000 to the Treas-
ury. And so, too, with all other State trad-
ing concerns. I have protested against that
provigion in the Act from the very time the
measure went through. I cannot understand
why the Minister has mot seen that, from
the business standpoint, he is mnot getting
a fair deal in respect of these trading con-
cerns.

The Minister for Works: I will explain it
all to you.

Mr. MUNSIE: I know, of course, the
Minister tries to make a success of everything
he takes in band, and I congratulate him on
the suceess he has made of some of the trad-
ing concerns. It is remarkable that while
the Country Party at their conference carried
resolutions asking the Governmment to dispose
of the trading comcerns, Mr. Monger asked
that the Government should take over the
Fremantle Freezing Works.

Mr. Angelo: Did he do that?

Mr. MUNBIE: According to the newspaper
reports, he did; what he said was {antamount
to asking the Government to take them over.
I want to read a paragraph in the speech of
the President of the Primary Producers’ As-
sociation,

Mr. SPEAKER: I think we had enough of
that last night. Still, the hon. member is in
arder.

Mr. MUNSIE: Had we last night the
information we have to-night, I do not
know where the Minister would have heen
with his reply. In this morning’s paper we
had a definite assurance from the head of the
Primary Producers’ Association that the Min-
ister and every member of the Country Party
were wrong.

Mr. Angelo: Was not that in the fiction
column?

Mr. MUNSIE: No. It was in one of the
news columns of the ‘‘West Australian.’’
In his statement this morning Mr., Mon-

er——

Mr. A, Thomson: Are you sure Alr. Mon-
ger made the statement?

Mr. MUNSIE: It is in the Press, which
ought to he sufficient for the hon. member,
for whenever the hon. member sees in the
TPress anything to the prejudice of the
Labour movement, he immediately accepts it
and is prepared to swear to its truth. We
have Mr. Monger making the very definite
atatement that his interpretation of the reso-
Jution is that, as submitted by the secretary,
it was correct, and that it was to come into
operation instantly.

Mr. A. Thomson: How do you knmow Mr.
Monger made that statement?

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not actually know it,
but at all events I believe it.

Mr. A. Thomson: I know he did mot.

Mr. MUNSIE: I can only quote what ap-
pears in the newspaper. Mr. Monger, to-
wards the close of his famous speech, had
something to say about unemployment. I

do not blame him for that, but I protest
strongly against his uncalled for jibe at the
Trades Hall. Mr, Monger went on to say
this:

The question of unemployment iz one
which, I think, should be discussed by
conference. This important matter has
heen prominently before the public during
recent weeks, and has been the subject of
a discussion by the Parliamentary members
of this Association. X am sorry to say I
cannot congratulate the party on the way
in which they handled this matter, and I am
of opinion that the question was ocme in
which eo-ordination with the executive
waould have proved bencficial and saved the
party from considerable adverse ecriticism.
1 consider the Government have not dis-
played wisdom in the way in which this
vexed question was handled. They have
shown too ready a disposition to meet the
frequent requests of the Trades Hall
officials, who seized upon that occasion 2s
one ealeulated to impress upon the publie
their exfreme solicitude on behalf of the
unemployed.

If the Trades Hall officials and Labour mem-
bers had not gone to the assistance of the
unemployed, who ¢lse would have done any-
thing for them% Which metropolitan mem-
ber outside the Trades Hall group ever raised
a hand to do anything for the unemployed?

Mr. Mann: Plenty of them.

Mr. Richardson: All of them.

Mr. MUNSIE: Some may have dome so,
but only in their own little homes.

Mr. Richardson: And Qid it pretty effec-
tively.

Mr. MUNSIE: Because of the agitation
raised, the Government have picked up more
men than were found employment through
the Trades Hall.

Mr, J. H. Smith: You got the kudos for
it, but I did a good deal in my own district.

Mr. MUNSIE: We have taken credit for
only those registered at the Trades Hall. We
have had nothing to do with the nnemployed
in the hon. member’s electorate. At all
events, where are the grounds for Mr, Mon-
ger’s statement that we want to pose as
showing our solicitude for the vnemployed?

The Minister for Works: 1If you refer to
him much more, it will make him of greater
importance than ever. : a

Mr. MUNSIE: Since ever there has been
a Labour movement, the Trades Hall haa
heen the first place for men out of employ-
ment to go to. They realise that is whero
they will get assistanec if assistance canm be
secured for them. The Trades Hall has en-
deavoured to do something te prevent privats
employers and the Government from taking
advantage of the situation and employing
men at unreasonable rates of pay.

Mr. Mann: Do you know any employers
who have tried to do thai?

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, I do. Applications
almost without number have been made for
men to go to work for wages less than half
the rates stipulated by the Arbitration Court.
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The Minister for Works:

I think you are
wrong there.

Mr. MUNSIE: XNo, I am not,

Mr. Mann: It js easy to make an asser-
tion,

Mr. MUNSIE: If the hon. member

doubts my word he may come along to-
morrow morning, and I will produce the
proof, actually signed by an employer who
was asking for a man to work at 25s. per
week,

Mr. Harrison: Can he earn 25s.9

Mr. MUNBIE: If he cannot, he is not a
man.

The Minister for Mines:
metropolitan area?

Mr. MUXSIE: Yes.

The Minister for Mines: If he is under
an award of the court, he could not do it.

Mr. MUNSIE: He is not nnder an award
of the court, but the same class of work is
regulated in this district by one of the
eonrt’s awards. As a matter of fact the
Government subsidise the King’s Park board,
and the board employed men at 10s. per day,
giving married men only three days work
per week, The board said it was relief work,
and was otherwise unnecessary. I admit
that those men did a considerable amount of
gsomewhat unnecessary work in King'’s Park,
and that the board provided the money for
them by way of practical sustenance. But
can it be said that the painting of the seats
and fences in King’s Park and in the Gov-
ernment Gardens was unnccessary? Sooner
or later the Government would have had to
do the painting.

The Minister for Works: The Government
are not responsible for any painting in
King's Park.

Mr. MUNSTE: Xo, but they subsidise the
board, and the board is responsible.

The Minister for Mines: The board did
not use our money for that job.

Mr. MUNSIE: They got their fences and
geats painted for 10s. a day, whereas the
Arbitration Court award for this distriet iz
17s. a day.

Mr. A. Thomson:
with the men?

Mr. MUNSIE: Because they are not prae-
tieal painters. The hoard took advantage of
the unemployed. For so much of the work
done in King’s Park as was unnnoeessary,
I give the board credit. They employed men
who could not earn the ruling rate of wage.

Mr. A. Thomson: Wounld not the same
thing apply to the men who were not prae-
‘tical painters?

The Minister for Works: Judging by the
output, it wonld have paid the board better
to employ practical painters, if they wanted
the work done.

Mr, MUNSIE: I do not agrec with the
doing of unnecessary work anyhow, since
there is plenty of necessary work waiting to
be dome, Mr. Monger, at the ~onc¢lusion of
his speech, protested against day labour on
the seore that the Come tramway was built
by day labour. I want to pay 4 tribute to

Was that in the
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the men who worked on that tramway. Never
in Australian history bas a tramway been
constructed half so fast ns the Como tram-
way was constructed by day labour.

Mr. Richardson: They were runnning
against time.

Mr. MUNSIE: Had the job heen let by
contraet, it would have cost thousands of
pounds more.

The Minister for Mines: And some of
those men had been among the unemployed,
and were said to be unemployable.

Mr., MUNSIE: Whenever ye have uoem-
ployment it is always said that many of those
out of work are uneinployable, T want to
protest againat ithe mecting recently held in
Perth.

The Minister for 3ines: T thought you
were going to draw a comparison betwesn
the day labour construction of the Como
tramway and the erection of the Trades Hall
cxtension.

Mr. MUNSIE: I know the Minister
thinks he has me there. I, and every other
official of the Trades Hall, still believe in
day labour as against contract. But for the
last 13 or 14 years we have waited for a lall
of our own. We did everything possible to
get the money. Several institutions were
prepared to come to our rescue, and eventu-
ally the Commonwealth Bauk, the best finan-
cial institution in Australia, offeved to help
ug, but only conditionally on our letting a
contruct for the job. Rather that wait amy
longer, we decided to accept the offer and
let a contract. .

The Minister for Mines: Like the Leader
of the Opposition and his sewerage contracts.

Mr. MUNSIE: Anyhow, we decided to have
the hall without waiting any longer.

Mr. Mann: Why did the bank -insist on a
contract?

The Minister for Works: Hang the bank!
Let us get on with the debate.

Mr. Sampson: It was a sacrifice of prin-
ciple.

Mr. MUNSIE: Recently a conference was
held in Perth of members of the New Set-
tlers’ League. There were reprosentatives
from all parts of the country, and the matter
of fixing a wage for employees of the farmers
was discussed. If we are to helieve the pub-
lished reports, the conference fized the wage
at 253. 3 week and keep. I want to raise my
voice in protest against any section of em-
ployers in this country—most of these pre-
seut were farmers—having the right to fix
the wages for their employees while we have -
an Arbitration Court.

Mr. Mann: You know it is not a wage.

Mr. Sampson: It is an honorarium.

Mr. MUNSIE: The farmer is getting bis
work done and so it must be a wage.

Mr. Mann: He is not getting his work done.
You ought to Temember that our own soldiers
got only £1 a week while they were being
frained and these men are getting 255, a week
while they are being trained.

Afr. MUNSIE: If the hon. member wishes
me to belisve that this is & scheme.. worked
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out as a training scheme similar to that of
the returned soldiers——

© Mr, Mann: So it is.

Mr. MUNBIE: The hon. member will have
to preduce more evidence before I will accept
that. T do not believe it is. Labour has
representatives on the board and we know
exnctly what is going on. Our representatives
raised their voices in protest, but they were
two voices erying in the wilderness. If the
farmers of Weatern Australia have the right
to sit in eonference and fix the wages of their
employees, other employers have a right to
do the same thing. The flour millers have a
right to meet and decide what they will pay
their employees.

Mr. Mann: There is no analogy.

Mr. MUNSIE: The hotelkeepers have a
right to meet and decide what they will pay
their employees.

Mr. Piekering: Who said the farmers met
in conference and fxed the wages of their
employees?

Hon. P. Collier: We had peace until the
member for Sussex came in.

Mr. MUNSIE: Eighty-five to 90 per cent.
of those at the conference were farmers, and
they fixed the wages of their employees at
255, a week and keep. The employees never
had an opportunity to say whether they were
satisfied or not. 1 have raised my objection
to this sort of thing and I warn the Govern-
went to be eareful where this is leading them.
1f other emplayers see that no exception is
taken to this prineciple, are not they going
to try to do the same thing? Then we shall
be wondering why we do not have industrial
peace. We shall not get industrial peace if
we sit down tamely while a section of em-
ployers take it upon themselves to fix the
wages of their cmployees. The only Bill
foreshadowed in the Speech is the Cloger
Settlement Bill. Unfortunately the Premier
states that it will be on all fours with the
measure which was intreduced last session.

Hon. P, Collier: Or as might be determined
at the joint conference.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, the joint conference be-
tween the. Country Party and the executive
of the Primary Producers’ Association. I
said then, and I say now, that the measure of
last year, so far from doing any good for
closer settlement, would not be worth a snap
of the fingers. The good land adjacent
to existing railways held and not used will
not be given up by ownera for the sake of
a tax of 1d. in the pound. That is all the
Bill of last session meant. That measure did
not go far enough. If the land were still in
its virgin state and was declared swnitable for
closer settlement, a proposition was to be
put to the owner and he had either to part
with it at a valuation, as provided for in the
Bill, or pay three times the present tax, am in-
erease from ¥%d. to 134d. in the poomd. " A
tax of 134d. in. the pound on good iand ad-
joining -a railway - will never “force it into
nae if the owaer.wishes to hold it ont of ise.
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The Minister for Agricnlture: That is
wrong. A man pays 1d. for land not l.mprovad
within the meaning of the Act.

Mr. MUNSIE: I have to contradlct the
Minister. The Aect provides for 1d. in the
pound taxation on land within g municipality
and %d. in the pound on land within a road
board area.

The Minister for Agrienlture: The owner
gets a rehate of 34d. if it is improved within
the meaning of the Act. .

Mr, MUNSIE: The Minister cannot side-
track ms like that. A man might have 3,000
acres and only 100 acres of it cultivated.
Such a man would not pay anything more
than %d. in the pound if his land were situ-
ated in a road board district.

- My, Pickering: Because he has improved
it within the meaning of the Aect.’

-Mr, MUNSIE: BSuppose the owner was
taxed to the extent of 3d., would that bring
such land into use?

Mr. Pickering: How much do you suggeat?

Mr, MUNSIE: I hope the Premier will
endeavour to make the Bill effective for
cloger settlement.

Mr, Pickering: How much do you suggest?

Mr, MUNSIE: When the Bill comes before
us, I shall be prepared to say. I shall not
suggest, as the hon. member’s joss did, that
ownera should have the right to revalue their
land and have it re-assessed before the mens-
ure operates. A man who has put in his taxa-
tion rcturns should he prepared, under the
system laid down, to sell his land to the Gov-
ernmment at the valuation stated with com-
pensation for improvements.

Mr. J. H. SMITH (Nelsor) [8.7]: I de-
site to compliment the Premier on the suc-
cess of his mission to London and his
suceess in raising money for the purpose of
developiog the South-West., I must also
appland the immigration pelicy which be
has proclaimed to the people, and support
him in the group settlement scheme he has
inangurated. But I object to his group
settlement scheme preventing men with
plenty of money at their dispesal, men who
require no assistance from the Agrieultural
Bank, or from the group settlement scheme
and men who require no sustenance allow-
ance from taking up land, The Minigter
for Agriculture who, during the Premier’s
absenee, wans acting Minister for Lands,
wi]l not have forgettem a memorable day
when I entered his office burning with
indignation,

The Minister for Agriculture:
races, too.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: We know that the
Miniater for Agriculture is not in his office
after the races; he is too lazy for that. I
told him some trmths for whieh "I could
vouch, and to my consternation and sor-
prise he did not rise to the odcasion. Two
or three days afterwards I reteived' a tele-
gram . from Thi reETettmg thiat ‘land ebwid
not ' be mude avallable: Yo t.heﬁe ‘fied- whd
requived * it] “Phése Hheh werd - desirdun of

After the
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taking up land. They were men with £500
or £600 in their pockets, men who had been
working on timber milla for years and
would de¢ more work in half a day. than
gome of the group settlers would do in a
fortnight, These men have been continu-
ously refused land in the Pemberton dis-
trict during the last six years. First of all
it was tied up by the Forests Department;
then it was tied vp for returned soldiers:
then it was pending the decision of the
Lands Department, and finally it was held
up for group settlement. These men re-
fused to go into the group settlement, They
had money of their own; they required
neither sustenance nor assistance; but they
canrnot get land to-day. There are applica-
tions extending over years from married
men with families and these men cannot
get land. Yet the Government boast about
their land policy. South and east of Bridge-
town there are farmers’ sons who for 12
months lhave been applying for land, and
on every oceasion it has been refused. The
whole country from one end to the other is
held up for group settlement and men can-
not get land. If it is to be settled under
the group settlement scheme, this will not
be accomplished in the next 10 years. I
am not condemmning the Government’s
scheme, because I believe it will be the
solution of the whole problem of land settle-
ment in Western Awstralia. T am with the
Premier hand and foot in this, and if he
requires my assistance at any time, he is
weleome to itf.

The Minister for Mines: All the Opposi-
tion are with him as regards the foot.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If they had not been,
the Minister wonld have received the boots
long ago. It is a well knrown fact that
soldier settlers are experiencing a very hard
time. Owing to a motion of which notice
has been given by the member for Collie
(Mr. Wilson) and to information received,
I do not intend to speak at length on this
subject. Tn my opinion a local loan should
be raised and the soldier settlers should re-
ceive the same privileges as group. settlers
are receiving, and should be exempted from
the payment of interest for the first few
yeara. It is impossible for these men to
meet their interest bills. They are receiv.
ing a succession of pin pricks from the de-
pariment. They are being told that if
their interest is not pai@ within a certain
period, they will be removed from their
holdings. On top of tbis they are being
debited with fines on the outstanding in-
terest. Tt is a disgrace to the community
that such treatment should be meted out to
the returned soldiers. If we could raise
loans to pay interest on money devoted to
the destruction of life, surely we could
raise a loan for the benefit of the men who
returned from the war and exempt them
from interest charges for the first five
yeara. A matter which affects the Minister
for Mines is the lack of sympathy which
the mining industry im my distriet has re-
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ceived from the Governmeaut, In the past
we had a thriving township at Greenbushes.
Many thousands of pounds were expendad
in building up that town. To-day it is
languishing, and nomne of its mines are
working. During the past 20 years 400
tons of tin has been raised annually at
Greenbushes and exported from the State.
This has meant a big thing to Western
Australin and has provided employment
for a large number of people. To-day
there is not a mine working. Wo are
receiving uo sympathy from the For-
ests Department, but that is a matter
on which I will toueh later. What I am
asking for is a very small thing.
When 400 tons of stream tin can be raised
in Greenbushes—there never has been a lode
worked there yet—there must be some foun-
dation for the assumption that lodes
exist there. I ask the Minister for Mines
to expend at least £2,000 in boring in
order to find where the origin of this stremn
tin is. The Mines Department shouwld be re-
compensed for the outlay out of the first
proceeds obtained from the lodea that are
known to exist. Whenever T have asked for
this work to be done, T have been told that
tin has slumped, that there iz no lode in
Grecnbushes, and at any rate it is a matter
for the loeal people to take up., They have
prospected, but have no money to go on with.
Already they have had a hard battle for ex-
istence. The position as regards forestry
has improved since last T spoke on the Ad-
dress-in-reply. T refer to the office of Con-
servator.

Hon. P. Collier: To what do you attribnte
that ehange?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Not to the Forestry
Commission. .

Hon. P. Collier: Come, he fair!

AMr. J. H. SMITH: T am fair on this mat-
ter, but I do say that that Commission is an
absolute waste of public money. I am pleased
with the Acting Conservator. He has a bet-
ter grasp of forestry than the Czar of for-
cstry displayed before he was dismisced from
the CGovernment service. But the Forests
Department has many foolish regulations
which cannot he broken down. A month or
two ago the position in respect to unemploy-
ment was very acute. At Greenbushes it
was 8o serious that a public meeting was
called. At that meeting T met a nomber of
timber workers. There had been a boom im
the timber industry, and many wmen were
engaged in cutting sleepers on private pro-
perty. Then came the slump, and unemploy-
ment existed all over the State. There were
40 men in Greenbushes whe were out of work,
but I thought they could have obtained em-
ployment by cutting sleepers on Crown lands
for the Railway Departinent. They were,
howaver, prohibited from deing so by a
regulation which said no hewer who had not
a license before 1917 was entitled to a license
or hig returm from the Front. There were
dozens of returned soldiers who could met
get work because of that regulation.
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Mr. Pickering: That is not true.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It is true.

The Minister for Mines: It is not.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: These men were not
hewing before they went away, and when
they came back from the war could not gect
employment in that industry. I defy thé
Mipister to comtradict me.

The Minister for Mines: That is not what
you said.

Mr. J. H SMITH: I said these mer did
not held a license hefore they went away.
The Minister should be ashamed to admit
that these men, who had been away fighting
for him, could not get employment upon
their return. And yet he says he will not
cut out that regulation for them or anyone
elge, Will he say these men are not entitled
to work now they have returmed?

The Minister for Mines: That is gaverned
by the Act.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It cost me 53, 6d. to
send a telegram to the Minister, but I re-
ceived no rveply from him, although there
were 40 men at Greenbushes waiting for
work, From the Conservator, however, I re-
ceived a reply four days later.

The Minister for Mines: It is not a matter
of regulations; it comea under the Aect.

Mr. J, H, SMITH: Many things come
under the Aect; many things ecome under the
lap. I am glad 1 have broken down that
little bit of opposition. Truth will alwayd
come out, for subterfuge is no good. Thous-
ands of pounds have been lost to the State
by these foolish regulations.

Mr., MacCallum Smith: Forestry Commis-
siong.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have something in
my drawer which I will put before the For-
estry Commission so that I may find out
what they know about timber.

Hon. P. Collier: They want something to
do.
Mr. J. H. SMITH: These foolish regula-
tions are still in force. There are married
men with 10 children

Hon, P, Collier: Good on them.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: Who have to be sup-
ported. Amongst the children are boys of
15 or 16 who eannot assist their father to
saw off a log in order to earn a living for
the other children. This is one of the regu-
lations the Minister says cannot be altered
unless by Act of Parliament.

The Minister for Mines: Tt i2 an Act that
Parliament passed.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Who framed it? There
must have been a lot of “*duds’’ in Parlia-
ment at the tine,

The Minister for Mines: You and T were
not here.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister may
say they should go inte some profession or
trade.

Hen, P. Collier: Or take up politics.

Mr. J. . SMITH: The Arhitration Court
prevents them from becoming apprentices
ta this or that trade. What is a man to do
with' his children?

Mr. Pickering: Geo on the land.
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: I hope they will not
go into the Sussex electorate.

Mr. Pickering: They would do well there.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: These regulations must
he abolished.

The Minister for Mines: They are not reg-
ulations.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If necessary an Act of
Parliament must be passed to alter them.
I am not up in the laws of the country, and
I suppose T break them as often as any other
member. These regulations nust be amended.
The Govermment should throw open their
Crown lands. Every practicnl man knows,
if the Forestry Commission do not, that the
regulations are a farce.

Mr, Pickering interjected.

Mr. J.. H. SMITIL: The Chairman of
the Forestry Commission was in the Fast-
ern States enjoying himself, and I am
pleased to know that he did not enjoy himself
at the expense of the country. The Aecting
Censervator knows that much of the timber
on Crown lands is deteriorating, Trees reached
the age of maturity years ago, but they have
not reached the regulation size and forestry
regulations prevent them from being utilised.

The Minister for Mines: Yau would not
allow unrestricted hewing on Crown lands?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: XNo. There are cnough
men working in the forests to-day to mark all
the timber. The heivers could then be sent into
the forests. Even the Labour Government——

Hen, P. Collier interjected.

Mr., J. H. SMITH: I am not afrail of
the Leader of the Opposition or anyone else.
The Labour Government said, when Mr,
Johnson was Minister for Lands, that the
hewers must go. Slowly but surely they
would close up the hewing industry in the
State. I am speaking now on behalf of a
large number of hewers. I have also friends
in the snwmilling business. T say, despite all
the evidence taken by the Forestry Commis-
sion, that if hewers and sawmillers are put
into maiden bush, the hewers will get more
timher than will the sawmillers. We all
know about the test at Jarrahdale. Tt has
been proved in the past that the hewers have
never had a chance. The man who earries
the tools on his back is not given the oppor-
tunity. The big men, the sawmillers with
capital hehind them, get the opportunity and
the hewers have to follow them. We know
why the Forestry Commission was appointed.
I have here pieces of tingle, jarrah, and
karri. I will put these pieces before the
Commission to-morrow and ask them to tell
me which is which. I challenge them to tell
me. If they loge they must forfeit the whole
of the money they bave received as a result
of sitting on the Commigsion, The member
for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) was the cham-
pien of the Conservator of Forests. Last
session he spoke about the concessions to
Millara’, and asked if they should he exempt
during the war period when their operations
ceased, and also asked questions in regard to
royalty and other matters. The Premier in
his wisdom, or because of the methods of
the member for Sussex, appointed the Royal
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Commission. Before the Commission had in-
quired into the question of whether Millars’
were entitled to exemption, Cabinet agreed to
grant it to them. Is that true or not; is
there any denial of this?

The Minister for Mines:
leading.

Mr. J. II. SMITH:
the statement?

The Minister for Mines: DBefore the select
committee was moved for Cabinet agreed
that, subjeet to the terms of the Act, this
should be allowed.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: The Commission was
appointed to inquire into the rights and
wronga of the case.

The Minister for Mines: It was not.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: That is all right. I
believe in breaking things up. I sit here and
play o lone hand, and I am going to speak
as I think, T have something to say about
the Como trams,

The Minister for Mines: We had enough
trouble in getting them down without your
breaking them up.

Mr, J. H. SMITH:
exteasion.

Hon. P. Collier: Whyt

Mr. J. H. SMI'TH: I shall aot say whether
J think it was right or wrong.

Mr. Teesdale: 1t has whiskers on it.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T entered Parliament
with ideals. I thought it was above reproach:
that one had to be true to all one’s promises
and pledges. My ideals have been rudely
shattered. T# I pledge my word it ia as good
as my bond. When a Minister of the Crown
eould stand up in this Assembly and tell
members not  to worry, that no tramway
extension of any deseription would be gone
on with without the approval of Parliament,
I thought we were secure. To say the least
of it, I was disgusted with politics when
Cabinet announced its sanction to the exten
sion. T know unemployment was scute at
the time.

The Minister for Mines: That is why youn
asked the Government to break the law in
the other matter,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Possibly there were
extenuating circumstanees, but after that
bond had been given it was the duty of Cabi
net and of Ministers generally to call Par-
liament together, and place the whole matter
before it for sanction or otherwise.

Mr. MaeCallowm Bmith: Five minutes ago
you said the Government should have brokea
an Act of Parliament.

The Minister for Mines:
vou have broken your word,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: In regard to what?

The Minister for Mines: The hewers.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The regulations did
that, The Minister for Forests did not
even answer my wire. Railway construction
I believe to be the only methed of opening up
and developing the country. ‘

Mr. Clydesdale: What about tramway con-
struetion? . - S

It i3 quite mis-

Is there any denial of

I protest against that

You admit that
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am not objecting to
tramway construction. I merely object to the
principle upen which the latest piece of tram-
way construction was done, A Royal Commis-
sion was appointed to inquire into the ques-
tion of future tramway construction, but that
Commission never sat at all until after the
Como tramway had been begun. Ti is abso-
lutely necessary that railwayd shonld be built
throughout the length and breadth of West-
ern Australia. In his policy speech the Pre-
mier mentioned the Pemberton-Nornalup rail-
way. That railway will be in my electorate,
but I view it with a certain degree of sus-
picion, and I shall not ask the Premier to
build a continuous through railway. I would
merely ask for portions of various railwaya to
be built, stretehes of 15 or 20 miles, There
is a good deal of inferior land aleng the pro-
posed Pemberton-Nornalup railway. For the
first 20 miles, however, there is beautiful
timber and some of the best agricultural land
to be found in Western Australia. Then fhere
is the Bridgetown-Mt. Barker railway. A
high official, whose name I ean mention if
challenged, said to me, ‘‘Why do you want
to build that railway? The whole of the land
aleng the propesed route is selected.’’ We
know it is seleeted, and 40 or 50 miles from
a railway are many orchards 30 or 40 acres in
extent produeing tons of good fruit which rots
on the ground. Tg is all eleared country, cap-
able of being put under cultivation to-morrow
if only railway communieation is furnished.
The reason given by the official I referred to is
only an additional reason for the construetion
of the line, which T trust will be one of the
first that this State will build. It would serve
ne less than 50 returned soldiers—a fact
which shows the number of settlers there
awaiting transport facilities. Another rail-
way is that from Boyup Brook to Marrinup.
A deputation brought the line under the Pre-
mier’s notice some time ago. It is only 10
ot 15 miles long, running through some of
the very richest land in Western Australia.
The third generation is on the land there.
Originally the people were 120 miles distant
from a railway. Now they are within 10 or
15 miles of it. The land will grow up to 40
bushels of oats to the acre and up to 30
bushels of wheat to the acre, the latter not-
withstanding the Premier’s belief that
wheat cannot be grown in our distriets.
Tt is firat class land for dairying, and
will grow clover and other grasses to
perfection. The men there are prevented
from developing the distriet, merely beesuse
it takes them a day and half-a-night to get
to the railway. Another line I ahall ask for
ia from Tarnadup across the Warren River, a
few miles south of Lake Muir. That railway
will onen up some of the finest country in
Western Australia. The Premier was aston-
ished when he learned from a deputation what
the land there really is. Again we have mett-
Jere of the third generation, distanf G0 or
70t miles from a railway. I bope.the Premier
will introduce Bills for the construction of
all these railways. T de¢ not ask for much,
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only for 10 or 15 miles to open up the coun-
try. Irrespective of party, members ahounld
support the construction of these lines, be-
cause the development of the South-West is
the solution of the whole of our finaneial
diffieulty. As regards public works and
nationalisation of main roads, T am up
against the Minister controlling that matter.
If there is not something in his Bill which
appeals to me strongly, I shall oppose it.
During the unemployment diffieulty, which is
still acute in Greenbushes, I wired to the
Minister for Works, but did not get a reply
for a fortnight, and then only by letter. The
Greenbushes Road Board, a small pill as far
ag Western Australia is concerned and as far
as some Ministers are concerned, were pre-
pared to spend £200 on metalling their main
road.

The Minister for Works: Where were they
going to get the money from?
o Mr. J. . SMITH: From the bank on
their personal guarantec. I said to the mem-
bers of the road Doard, ‘*You will have no
difficulty; T know the Minister for Works
would give you a subsidy.’’ T wired to the
Minigter asking for pound for pound. But
the men remained out of work, and the stores
had to carry them over. A Fortnight later I
reccived a reply from the Minister to the
effcet that he would serd an engineer down
to report on the road, because he had been
over it 'a little while previously and found it
in good order. Yet the Government had men
on sustenance. Now, a certain official told
me, *‘Tf you get on the right side of the
chief, and make the grant available, I will
start vou all right.”” I am afraid, however,
that if T got on the right side of the chief,
with the undue influence which I possess, the
Minister might turn me down and spend the
money at Herdsman's Lake. Any amount
of money can he spent in the metropolitan
area, but nothing must be done in the country
distriets. :

The Minister for Works: You are not fair.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: I am with the member
for Claremont (Mr, J, Thomson). Had I
been in the House the other night I would
have secoudedl his amendment.

Mr, Corboy: Yon had seuse ecnough to keep
away..

Mr. J. H. SMITH: What the membher for
Clarcemont said about men not being able to
get land in this State is absolutely true. T
would have seconded the amendment.

Mr. Teesdale: Thank God you were not
here.

The Minister for Works: What about the
£200%

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T was about to deal

with the nationalisatien of roads, and I may
say that T have as long an experience of
honerary work on public bodies as any man
in the Chamber. T am afraid of the nationali-
satian of roads. T fear it would create
angther of -thase huge spewding deépartments
in'* which we are’ lasing our ~ money,
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which are building up our deficits.
‘We have too many civil servants,. We

have too many spending departments .which
Ministers do not control. The heads of de-
partments gontrol all the Ministers, and
neither the Minister for Works nor the
Minister for Agriculture can deny it. The
utmost I ean say about the Miuister for
‘Works is that bis department is the least
bad of the lot. From the other Ministers
one cannot get any satisfaction at all, and
the bheads of their departments run the
whole show.

Mr. A. Thomson: You must have had bad
Inek,
© Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have had strenuocus
times since I have been in this Parliament,
My ideals bave been shattered. I thought
a member could do gsomething, but I find
that he is powerless, and that a Minister
cannot do much cither. Now with regard
to mationalisation of reads again, I look
upon the proposal with a good deal of
suspieion, The Minister for Worka came
to the road boards conference and said ia
was going to introduee a Bill for the
natignalisation of roads. I remember the
Traffic Bill which the Minigster introduced,
and also other measureas of lis; aud they
were none of them any good. Nationalisn-
tion of roads is not geing to be done from
revenue, hut rrom taxation to be imposed
upon the people of the road board arcas.
Thus we shall have taxation without repre-
sentation, and shall find ourselves abso-
lutely at the mercy of the Public Works
Department, Therefore [ for one will not
agree to the nationalisation of reads. I will
agree to it only if the Government will re-
vert to pre-war atandards, and give the
local authorities the concessions which they
received previously. In that case the Public
Works Department could go hang. But at
present I am against the project. The duty
of the Government is to construct roads
and bridges departmentally. bechuse 1t is
no uge putting people on the land and ftell-
ing them to produce, produce, produce, if
what they produce cannot be brought to
market, The Government should conatruct
bridges and roads and then, having con-
structed them, hand them over to the local
authorities who should maintain and repair
them.

The Minister for Worlta: They bave to
maintain the bridges, but they do not do so.

Mr. J. H SMITH: We want to build
them, but we cannot get a grant. .

The Minister for Works: You de net
build them. -

Mr. J. H  SMITH: In my eclectorate—
Mr. Speaker, T do not know what to say;
I am almost ineclined to swear. .

- Mr. SPEAEER: If I were.the hon. mem-
ber, I would not take any risks,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It is heart-breaking
for members to come here and plead :ibe
eguse of the men in the bush. Those men
may he practically starving on the laad end
when -ane gees to the Government depmrt-
ments and agsks for a few paltry pounds for
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& bridge or for some other convenience, he
iz turred down. A pledge to me regarding
ong bridge has been broken by the Minister
for Works.

The Minister for Works: No.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: The Minister knows
that a mistake oceurred, but the bridge will
how be built. T give him that in. The
Blackwood River runs through my elector-
ate and there are men isolated on either
side of that siream. They have appealed
to me to get bridges constructed. I have
told them not to ask for bridges, but to
confine themselves to stone crossings, cost-
ing from £200 to £250. T told them that if
they asked for bridges, they wounld only
have engineers coming down. First the re-
quest would be made for the bridge and an
engineer would be sert down to report. He
might. regard the job as a hig one and he
wonld pget another engineer down. So it
would go on until six or eight engineers, in
all probability, would report on the thing
and, in the end, nothing would be done.

The Minister for Works:  That is not
true. .

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It ia true. In one in-
stance, we had five visitsa from engineers,
and 1 defy the Minister to say that is
unirue,

The Minigter for Works: That "does not
gccur regarding every bridge that is asked
or.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have given one in-
stance; there is the proof. 'That was one
case regarding a bridge, but we have no
hope of getting it. I am not making an
attack on the Minister for Works; I do not
blame the Minister. It simply bears out
my argoment that Ministers do not control
their depar{ments but the heads of the de-
partments control the Ministers, who do not
know anything about their departments,

The Minister for Works: I know we have
not sent five engineers

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister knows
nothing about it. Unfortunately, practi-
cally the whole of my dealings regarding
matters in my electorate concern the Min-
ister for Works. I do not econdemn him,
for he knows nothing about the position in
many instanees. Moreover, I have had an
assgrance that these things will be attended
to. I have no desire to attack the Minister.

Mr. Clydesdale: Tt will be bad for him
when you start.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: As to group settle-
ment, the success or failure of these activi-
ties depends upon the treatment meted out
to settlers. Heavy clearing costs have to
be borne, and most of the areas have to ba
utilised for intense culture, primarily for
dairying, I helieve that too much land is
being cleared; that is a mistake. It is
advisable that a small area should be
cleared and then tbe men can gradnally feel
their way and make good. The Government
are not making any provision for markets
and other facilities to enable the settlers to
make a living. Butter factories will have
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to be erected at Manjimup, at Bridgetown
and Balingup.

Mr. Ciydesdala: You want four railways
and three butter factories.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It will be neces-
85ry to build up our dairy bherds to
ar extent that will stop the present
feeding of Western Australia with
goods imported from the Eastern States.
We must have dairy herda to help to pay
the interest on the £0,000,000 loan by means
of the export of our produets to other parts
of the world. ‘Are any provisions being made
to assist in that direetion?

Mr. Munsie: No.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair. |

Mr, J. H. SMITH: We must import pedi-
greed stick to help build up our herds. It
is no good going to the Fastern States, as
the Premier did some years ago when he
earned the name of ‘*Moo Cow Mitchell’' by
importing dairy cattle for the Denmark dis-
trict. It is possible to build up our herds and
we should get the pedigreed stock and pluce
them under the control of the awuthoritizs in
the South-West. They are anxious to aswist
in the developmegnt of the couatry and they
will help the Government in that dirzation.
We shonld build up milking straing from the
cows we have there by this means. As to
the Agrieultural Bank, people clearing Iand
in my electorate receive £8 an aere. The work
costs from £30 to £40 an acre. The men have
hearts like bulloeks and while clearing their
land, they live on possums and kangaroes
and possibly a little flour from the stores.
By the time the requisite five acres have heen
eleared, their £40 advanee iz exhansted.
Those people are up against it. They can-
not get eredit from thc storckeeper, and the
Agricultural Bank will not give them any
advance for fertilisers, so that they can put
their land under pasture. Men have 69 or
70 aercs clearcd and yet eannot get a fur-
ther advance from the Agricultural Bank.
This has been going on for years.

Mr. Teesdale: Tf the land i3 so rieh, do
you require fertilisers®

Mr. J. F. 8MITH: Of course we do, al-
though the Iaad is the finest on earth. The
land has to be brokem up and sown so that
the mnecessary pasture ean be obtained. T
have discussed this matter with the Premier
and he knows the porition. I trust he will
do something to nssist thesc people. T have
a petition which T intended to present to the
House, but unfortanately it iz nddressed to
the Government and not the House.

The DFPUTY SPEAKER: Has it any-
thing to do with the Address-in-reply?

Mr. J. H, SMITH: Tt affects group set-
tlement problems and is signed by settlers
on those areas. Tt affeets some 2,000 souls
and between 600 and 700 electors. Mr.
Speaker informed me that aithough I could
not present it, I might refer to the matter in
the Chamber. Tt refers to the proclamation
of a townsite at Pemberton and contains a
request that the Government should take over
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the railway from Jarmadup to Pemberton. I
want ta touch upon the fruit industrv. From
Bridgetown last year there were exported
100,000 cases of fruit.

Mr. Harrison: Was the quality all right?

Mr. J. H. S8MITH: TUndoubtediy.
Bridgetown fruit on the Lonlon market
has hrought the highest price in tha
world. Given shipping facilities, Bridge-
town will cxport over 200,000 cases this
year. Last year we asked the Railway De-
partment to build us a froit shed for the
storing of anything from 5,000 to 10,000
cases. As the result of two deputations,
we were promised the shed. To-day there is
nearing completion at Bridgetown an elab-
orate fruit shed, built of 6in. x 6in. posts
with rafters 4in, x 4in., and the dimensions
of that shed are 20ft. x 10ft.! e are mnot
geing to sit down under an insult like that.
I asked the president of the Fruitgrowers’
Assoriation to protest against the contin-
uance of the work. He wired his protest,
but the work way heing donc by eontract, and
therefore ecould not be stopped. It is ex-
pected to be finished to-morrow.

The MMinister for Agriculture: What about
the ordinary goods shed there?

Mr, J, H, SMITH: They will not allow us
to use it. They demand the payment of
storage on anything placed in there. The
Minister ought to know that.

The Minister for Agriculture: I know you
had the use of it last season.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Only at the tail end
of the season, for a few paltry cases. From
Manjimup they send away 50,000 cases of
fruit. 1 had thought to ask for an emer-
geney shed there, but in view of what has
happened at Bridgetorm, I do not know
whether it is worth while. Regarding the
petition, T will present it to the Govern-
ment, and if the Government refuse to
proclaim a townsite, I will ask for the
support of the House. Many people at Pem-
berton cannot get ordinary accommodation.
Everything there is under the controf of the
State. Those in the group settlement have
to go to the Government store for all their re-
quirenients. T have no complaints against
that store, but I say there ought to be eom-
petition. We require private traders, pri-
vate hoarding houses, and other conveni-
enced. We ask for ecompetition. We want
coffee pnlaces and drapers’ shops down there
Surely the people there are cntitled to those
conveuiences!  The townsite should have
been proclaimed long sgo. The railway from
Jarnadup to Pemberton is under the conirol
of the Stote Sawmills, Men along that line
hail a lot of timber on their holdings and
were offered big prices for it. The difficulty
was to get it away. When a boat is loading
in Buubvry, the railway is fully occupied
with the lifting of timber from the State
Sawmills, and so the privately owned sleep-
ers cannot be despatrhed to Bunbury, al-
though the selling of the private timber
would mean the salvation of many of the
aettlers.
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The Minister for Works: But the railway
could not pick up the sleepers anywhere
along the line.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Of course it could.
Sleepers are picked up anywhere along the
Government railway.

The MMinister for Works:
yes,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: On any day on which
the train is running.

The Minister for Works:
us, not three days ago.

On a Sunday,

They refused

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

My, J. H SMITH: I want to enter am
cmphatic protest against the existing asystem
of Government. Party politics are the curse
of the country. The whole of yesterday was
taken up with the question of whether the
Country Pariy should be controlled by an
outside junta. In my opinion every member
of Parliament should control his own ac-
tions, should be loyal first of all to his State,
secondly to his electors, and finally to him-
self, irrespective of any party. There are 16
or 17 membera of the Country party, Sup-
pose seven of them think the aFairs of the
ccuntry are not going on as they should go.
Why should not those seven members be en-
titled to say the country is drifting to finan-
cial disaster? If & majority of the party
decided to support a certain Administration,
why should not the minority be entitled with
other members of the House to insist upon
an alteration? This is the curse of party
politics. When I belonged to an organisa-
tion I suppose I was a bit of a fanatie, but
this ideal was always in my mind. I take a
lone stand in this House and I am proud of
it.

Mr. Teesdale:
anyhow.

My, J. H. SMITH: But while I am hers
I shall have the conrage of my convictions;
I shall put the case for my electors and shall
take whatever action I think will be in the
best intercsts of Western Australia.

You have plenty of room,

Mr. BOYLAND (Kalgoorlie) [9.17]:
Twelve mouths ago, in making my maiden
speech in this House, I congratulated the
Government on being returned in great
strength, and I remarked that there was no
reason why, with sfuch strength, they should
not be able to carry any legislation they de-
sired. T claim that administration is one
of the main things to which the country
must look at the present time. Although the
question of immigration may be predomin-
ant in our minds, if we wish to carry that
policy to a successful conclusion, we must
stop the drift and see that our overhead
charges are not permitted to increase. I
wish to pay a tribute to the youngest Min-
ister, the Minister for Agriculinre. T was
in Kalgoorlic when he was coming through
from the Eastern States. At that time the
two burning questions were those of unem-
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ployment and the Como tramway. Ministers
who were in Perth could do nothing to relieve
the unemployed situation except to put in
hand the construction of the Como tramway.
When the Minister for Agricnlture returmed
he devised ways and means of absorbing the
unemployed in a proper manner, namely, by
putting them in the eountry on reproductive
works. 'We should consider whether it is not
time the Government took counsel with the
Publie Service and pointed out that the
Btate cannot continue to pile up deficits. If
better administration cannot be shown, the
time has come when men capable of effecting
an improvement should be found. I agree
with the member for Nelson (Mr. J. H.
8mith) that the country is being ron by the
departments. There iz mno question about
that. Anyone who has business with the
Government departments must realise that
protty well right through—I make an excep-
tion of the Minister for Agrieulture who is
looking after his department well—the heads
of departments are running Ministers instead
of Ministers running the departments. Pub-
Jic servants claim that they are being treated
unfairly by the Government in the matter of
galary increases and elassification. Tf this
is so, those in the service should justify their
claim by endeavouring to lessen the cost of
administration, beeause they ecannot expect
inereases in the present state of the finances
All in this State are practically workers and
is it fair or just that the people should be
asked to contribute more than they can
afford to the government of the country? We
must endeavour to lessen the cost of admin-
istration, and this ean only be done by con-
sultation with the officers and by the Gow-
ernment getting them to help in every way
to restore the State to a sound finaneial posi-
tion. We are drifting day by day; our posi-
tion is getting worse and worse and it is
time a protest was raized. One way of as-
sisting the finances of the country is by
ingisting upon the ultilisation of land adja-
cent to existing railways. Last year the
whole House proelaimed that these laoda
should be put to unse. Yet all these months
have passed and we hear of nothing being
donc to wutilise these Jands. The Govern-
ment should serionsly consider this question.
They intend to bring down another Closer
Settlement Bill. Whether it will fulfil the
wishes of this House, we do not know, but
we should be able to shape it aceording to
our derires, and we can only hope that an-
other place will pass it. The Education De-
partment is spending money in every diree-
tion. T believe in free education, but T do
not believe in wasting the money as it is
being wasted to-day. TIn this respeet we had
an agdmission from the Director of Edueation
a week or two baek in a statement regard-
ing what was being done with our boys. T
eannot see anything in that statement hut
an admission that the system has broken
down. The following is the statement:—
It is now proposed as the result of ar-
rangements made between the Education
and Colonial Secretary’s Departments to
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exteud the schewme to the metropolitan
district. There are pumbers of boys in the
ventral and junier technical schools who
have tuken what is known as the industrial
course. They have had a good training in
wood working and bnilding construction,
blacksmithing, tin smithing, ete, as well
as in elementary science and mechanieal
drawing. What they want is an aetive
out-of-door life. Great numbers have sct
their hearts upon engineering, but the open-
ings are too few to absorh mors than a
very small fraction of them. The vconse-
quence in that, muech against their will,
they become clerks or go behind the coun-
ter, or enter blind-alley cmployment, The
rumber of bays taking the industrial course
in these schools is nearly deuble the num-
ber taking the commercial course. Their
training would make them thoroughly use-
ful on a farm, and many of them would
welcome the chanee of an open-air life. Tt
is a great pity that such excellent materinl
for assisting in the necessary development
of our lande should be retained in the city.
Arrangements are now being mmade to re-
ceive applieations from city boys who wish
for employment on farms, and from farmn-
ers who are willing to employ them. If
the scheme succeeds the probability is that
the preference for the industrial course
will become still greater, and the ecandi-
dates for shorthand and typewriting still
fewer. The numbers in the former course
have increased in the last three years by
nearly 50 per cent.,, while the numbers of-
the boys in the laiter have diminished by

20 per cent. The main difficulty in the

past has been that parents have not been

able to see that the industrial course will

lead to any certainty of employment in a

gkilled trade. Employment on farms

should fill the gap, and should provide a

much more suitable career for a strong and

active Aunstralian boy than dan be'furnighed
by the office or shop. As the boys grow
up they will be well equipped for taking
advantage of any settlement schemes that
the Government may have in hand. Ap-
plications should be made to the Educa-
tion Department through the head-master
of the school at which the boys attend.
There is an admission by the department that
what ie really wanted are agricultural schools
and an agriecultural college, When the mem-
ber for Pilbara (Mr, Underwood) last year
spoke on the education question and urged
the cutting out of frills, there is no doubt he
was right, though some people tried to ridi-
cule him. This nseless expenditure on edu-
eation must be cut out, and something useful
to the future generation must be subatituted.

Mr. Davies: Yon must not overlook the
fact that these boys ask for an industrial
course. They are not forced into it.

Mr, BOYLAND: T have children of my
own, and T ¢an say that they are foreed into
it by reason of the fart that they have to
take the best that is offering. They have to
take either the professional, commereial or
industrinl coursp; there is no other ontlet.
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Here we have an admission by the depart-
ment that the boys should be provided for in
the country. Last session I referred to the
burden of supporting two electoral depart-
ments. I referred to the Federal roll for the
Kalgoorlie distriet, which was quite up to
date. In answer to a question the other day
the Premier said that the State rolls were
improving, and that 9,000 more people had
been enrdlled since the introduction of eom-
pulsory enrolment. Recently I received a copy
of the supplementary roll for my distriet and
even from Perth I could clean it consider-
ably. Dozens of electors shown om the roil
have left the distriet, which indicates that
the State department is not vup to date. Why
it is not up to date is that if is starved and
cannot maintain the best system as the Fed-
eral department ¢an do. Why sghould the
people of Western Australin, who are also
people of the Commonwealth, be required to
pay for two servicea? The Premier admitted
when I spoke on the Estimates last year that
T wasg right and something should be done. T
hope the Government will do something to
gave the money which is now being expended
uselessly. At present we are paying for a
department and eannot get an adequate ser-
vice because the department is starved. I will
quoté another instance of where money has
been wasted, in the creation of the new posi-
tion of supervisor over prospecting. We all
know that our miping industry has fallen off,
We still have most of our mining inspeetors,
many of whom are capable men, and one of
whom could have been appointed to that
position without a new post being created. It
will probably cost the State another £400 a
year, at a time when we need economy in our
administration. I am mnot bringing these
matters forward from a eritical point of view,
but out of a desire to assist the Government
in comserving their funds. The report of the
Royal Commission on the railways will shortly
comz befora the House, and we shail he given
an opportunity to discuss it. If greater loy-
alty were shown to the head of the Railway
Department there would not be sueh a waste
of money as has been disclosed by this Royal
Commission. I know of specific instarces of
such waste. The Railway Commisioner eannot
be expected to know of every penny that is
spent. These things go on unknown to him,
When some carriages were being shunted into
a shed in Kalgoorlic the buffers on the line
were wrenched off. Many complaints were
made and many reports written before .the
damage in the yard was rectified. " Y thé
engineer in charge had known his work the
matter would have been put right in the first
instance. Last year there was an economy
campaign. Three officers were sent to Kal-
goorlie in a. special ecar, and it cost £43
for the wages of the steward to look after
those men whoe were supposed to be engaged
on an economy campaign. The use of this
speciol ear is one of the enrses of the railway,
as it means a lot of extra expense to the eoun-
try. It was the laughing stock of the Kal-
goorlie railways that those men should have
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been sent up to retrench people when they
were wasting sa much money themselves, I
do not blame the Commissioner or the Minig-
ter. but I do biame the officers of the depart-
ment for their want of loyalty to the Com:
missioner.  Another man used to go up te
Kalgoorlie every week io colleet scrap brase
and old iron, and he spent every week end
in Perth. The matter could well have heer
attended to by a EKalgoorlie officer. If all
these overhead charges are to be added to our
interest bill, the upshot will be that the whole
of the six millions to be apent on immigration
will be eaten up by the deficit. When the
‘¢West Australian,’’ the organ that is behind
the Government, can write as it does, I think
I am justified in my eriticism of the Govern-
ment. On the 3rd April last that paper said
an officer of the Lands and Surveys Depart-
ment complained that the department was
virfually at a standstill becanse little or
no land was available for settlement. And
yet the high cost of administration goes on.
The last speaker said that land could not be
obtained for settlement, and I say the same.

[Mr. Munsiec took the Chair.]

Mr. Angelo: The public office of the Landa
Department is a very busy one now,

Mr. BOYLAND: It should be busy, seeing
that the Premier has returned and has all
thia money for immigration purposes. In
addition {here is to be a constant stream of
immigrants coming out from mnow on until
Christmas. Tf something is not being done
the immigration scheme will prove a failure.
There must be busy moments in the Lands
Department.

Mr. Anpelo: They must have land available
for selection. .

Mr. BOYLAND: 1 know of men who could
not pet land. The ‘‘ West Australian’'’ said—

The ZEdueation Deparfment erudite in
everything but finance are still like a mueh
advertised whisky, ‘‘going strong.’’ . .
It is—we know not why unless it be as a
smoke serecen to incompetents—carefully
-sugpested that it is treason against the on-
coming generation to raise a eritical voice
arainst expenditnre upon edncation .
Citizens who give the matter serious thought
must despair of reform. Ministers them.
selves scem te he the most unconcerned.
The stern crities of other days are now
leaders of the finaneial dances which the
State trips unheedingly to insolvency.

On the 22nd May the *West Australian’’
said-—

All the borrowing under Sir James Mit-
chell’s scheme, and all the workers who may
be brought to the State, will be unavailing
to improve our conditiony unless competent
enetgy direets affairs in the department.

This comes from the newspaper which has
built up the Government, and yet can point
out these errors. We as representatives of
the people should voice our views conecern-
ing these matters, and endeavour to force
the Government to do those things which
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are necessary to curb administrative costs
which are now rushiug us on to finanecial
ruin, Everywhere pessimism exists concern-
ing the mining industry, The Government
are not doing what they should to assist it.
If there were a drought people would he
looking for the gold that was sought for
years ago, and wbich made suck a pame for
this State,

Mr. Harrison :
than ever.

Mr. BOYLAND: I will tel! you what
happens when one goes vo the departments
concerning the watter, On the 3rd April,
1922, I received the following letter from
the oltice of the Commissioner of Rail-
Waye:—

Dear Sir. Adverting to your letter of
the 23rd January last, addressed to the
Minister for Railways, respecting freight
charges on firewood, explosives and gold
bullion, I have to advise that the ques-
tion has been very carefully considered
by Cabinet, which can see no good reason
for any reduction in existing rates,

Last session the Minister for Railways
made one of the finest speeches I have ever
listened to. He spent 3% hours in telling
us what the railways were for, how they
were assisting industries such as butter
factories, farming, and this, that and the
other, and that there could be no sqnaring
of the ledger so far as the railways were
concerned. The Government also admit
that the mining industry is declining. In
Kalgoorlie and Boulder there i2 a popula.
tion of from 23,000 to 24,000 people, and
yet they place this imposition on the heart
of the industry at the point of produetion.
It took me a month to get an answer to my
question. I had put up an application from
the Chamber of Mines, and on the 5th July
I received this letter from the secretary of
that Chamber:~—

Dear 8ir. I thank you for your letter
of the 4th inst., and trust that the fur-
ther representations yon have made to
the Minister will have the desired effeet,
as the high cost of production which the
companies are now compelled to bear is
virtually strangling the mining industry.

I received this letter from the Railway De-
partment—

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of the 4th inat. relating to inerease
in raflway freights, covering a communi-
cation from the General Secratary of the
Chamber of Mines, Kalgoorlie, and to
inform you that the matter is receiving
attention,

The matter is still receiving attention, for
I have heard nothing further. The Govern-
ment have had an unemployment trouble,
but have allowed it to drift. They have
done nothing for the goldfields which have
produced 147 million pounds worth of gold.
Even to-day Western Anstralia is produecing
61 per cent. of the gold output of the
whole of Australia. If any other State had
thia wonderful asset which we poasess in
our mining industry, everything would be

We want it now more
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dope to help the asset along. An industry
should not be taxed at its source. All the
goldfields people depend on the minea. We
have to keep those people working, and as
member for Kalgoorlie 1 deem it my duty
to see that work is provided for them and
that business is kept going on the fislds.
When recently I asked a question here as
to whether the unemployed problem on the
goldfields was being allowed to drift, the
Premier replied in the negative. This
morning we read a report made by Mr,
Wilson, of the Mines Department, concern-
ing the Ives goldfield. What is going to be
done by the Government I know not, but I
trust that if the field is to be helped the
money will be judiciously speunt in ascer-
taining whether the lodes go down. The
Minister proposed this when he was on the
fields. But I am satisfied that the Minister
is wot much conecerned about fhe mining
industry of this State; otherwise he would
bhave taken a keener interest in the subject
and seen that the industry got a better deal
than it is receiving to-day. The last report
of the Mines Department siates on page
3—

On the East Coolgardie goldfield the
number of men engaged in mining was
2,776, and in 1920 3,374, a decrease of
598. This goldfield gave employment to
over 46 per cent. of the men engaged in
gold mining, and the reported production
during the year was 378,435 ounces, over
72 per cent. of the total reported yield.
The tonnage treated was 635,816 tons,
being less than in 1920 by 88,752 tons.
The yield showed s decrease on the pre-
ceding year of 23,066 fine ounces.

The report states on page 4, under the head-
ing ‘‘Mining generally'’—

The Western Australian production was
63.01 per cent. of the total of Australia,
and in the previous year 58.99 per cent.
The alarming decrease in the output is
almost wholly attributable to the in-
creased cost of production. Although
gome mines have come to the end of their
resources, thére ig little doubt that many
others have been compelled to anspend
operations until some relief from the high
coat of production is afforded them, in
order to enable their ores to be trested
at a profit.

The Lake View and Star, which has the
Chaffers under its control as well, has closed
down. The excuse given is that a sulphide
mill has to be built, The building of that
sulphide mill is to take place on a site ad-
joining the Horseshoe bovudary. To mining
men the work proves that in the Chaffers
mine it is hoped to get the extension of the
Boulder and Horseshoe lodes in future years.
What a possibility that is for the Lake View
and Star! The Lake View and Star sank a
shaft and eross-cutted 500 feet to get the lode.
It was the gold bonus that helped the company
to do this good work, However, they found they
could get no relief, and so they shut down
the mine. I blame the Government for the
want of assistance to these people, who did
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gso much to help the country along. The
South Kalgurli mine has wonderful de-
velopment, approximately 300 dfeet in
length and 12 feet +wide, and containing
specimen ore. The Lake View South has
never looked better than to-day. These facts
show what is happening, But the report of the
Mines Department says there is nothing new
to report; I do not know where the depart-
mental inspectors are. As regards the Horse-
shoe mine, it was officially reported that the
company put off a good many men. As a
fact, theg put off only 25, and they are try-
ing to absorb them again, thus helping over
the wnemployed difficulty to that extent, The
Ivanhoe mine reported a wonderfully good de-
velopment at the 2,800 feet level last year.
But that development has gone further. At
the 3,000 feet level there i3 a lode 80 feet
wide, and of rather good length, worth 48s.
per ton. Thus pessimism, even as re-
gards the Golden Mile is not well founded.
Everything I said in this House last session
was on the conservative side; my state-
ments have proved to be absolute facts. The
Kalgurli mine was givem up by the com-
pany, and so0ld to the Oroya Brown Hill. It
15 on tribute, and the Oroya Brown Hill
people have expended £7,000 in remodelling
the plant for the purpose of treating lower
grade ore, so as to help the country along
and inpcidentally belp themselves and their
shareholders. The North Kalgurli Mine
must also benefit from the up-to-date mill be-
ing built on the Kalgurli Mine, We ex-
pect to get a good many thousand ounces
from these sources, As regards Mt. Monger,
members recently read of another small de-
velopment. It is only a foot wide, but it
is worth five ounces; and a development five
feet wide and worth one ounce would be re-
garded as a big thing for any mining com-
pany to have. The Broad Arrow distriet is
looking well. I may tell the House about
one man there, who worked for two and a
half years without any assistance from the
Government. Ha battled along until he could
not get half a crown’s worth of dynamite.
Mr. Teesdale: Did he apply for it?

Mr. BOYLAND: Yes, and was refused,
One cannot blame the board, because they
thought the man had got to the end of his
tether. That man was shovelling his dirt six
times, He filled buckets, and went up on top
and fished them up. The proposition has
come out trumps for that man, He bas a
small fortune in sight. Even the store-
keepers, who have been so good to the pro-
spectors there and at Ora Banda and Comet
Vale, had to turn this man down, because
they thought that they had gone as far as
they eould go. South of Ora Banda there is
another new find whose first crushing of over
100 tons vielded 2 ounces 10 dwts. There
was another ¢rushing recently, and this see-
ond crushing went 2 ounces 7 dwts.  The
crushing which took place really ecame out af
development; there was nothing picked,
overything was taken right out. The Asso-
ciated Northern Gold Mining Company, of Ora
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Banda and Ealgoorlie, now have that mine
under option for £20,000, The latest infor-
mation, whieh reached me last night, is that
the mine is opening up better than ever. There
is reason to hope that that mine will make
a pew Qra Banda. Hon. members may have
heard of the Norseman field as being worked
out, but recently an American geologist, Mr.
Millsom, came along and pointed out that the
lodes had only met o slide and broken, ©ld
miners would know that the thing to do was
to develop and prospect. The tributers who
took up the mines after the companies are
doing well to-day. Hon. members will have
heard of the famous Red, White and Blue
Mine. One of the men working it now, an
old mate of mine, has been there for some
years. The party have a big low-grade pro-
position, They are picking out the eyes, and
on the average it goes about 17 dwts. The
reazon they piek out the eyes is that they
have to cart eight miles. If some company were
to put a big mill on that preperty, undoubt-
edly the proposition would turn up trumps
and there would be a big yield from that
quarter. Then we have the reports from the
Murchison goidfields. Muorchison members
have told us that their field is looking better
than it has locked for some time past. I
wish to comment on the suicidal policy of the
Mines Department, and more especially of the
Minister tor Mines. We cannot expect to get
consideration for the mining industry from
other Ministers because in that connection
they must get their information from the
Minister for Mines, since he wunderstands
mining,

Mr. A. Thomson: Ne.

Mr. BOYLAND: Well, he is supposed to
understand mining. He hag to accept the re-
sponsibility -of the Mines Department, I con-
sider that the Government have put a strangle-
hold on mining, It is time we placed in
charge of the Mines Department a man who
will take an aetive interest in the mining
industry, and help the State by pushing the
industry along, But the present Minister for
Mines is happy-go-lucky and cares not a rap
for anything. 'When there is a problem to be
solved he goes away to Java, and when there
is an unemployed difficulty he goes into the
back country, and he allows the Como tram-
way to be construeted, concerning which mat-
ter I shall have something to say later. With
such a Minister for Mines, how ¢an we ex-
pect the mining industry to prosper as it
should? We want o Minister who is abao-
lutely in sympathy with the industry. While
the member for Hannans (Mr. Mansie) was
speaking to-night, I interjected that after s
lot of trouble the rebate on explosives was
being allowed to mining c¢ompanies. The
companies also want the hire of trucks for
firewood running inte the mines to be reduced.
I have already quoted the correspondence
which has passed between myself and the
Government on that sebject. I still await a
reply. To put up railway charges, more
especially the hire of wood trucks, was a mis-
take, even according to the evidemce given
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before the Forestry Commission by Mr.
Hedges, the manager of the competing com-
pany, the Kurrawang Company. That gentle-
man said that there wuas an honourable un-
derstanding that if the conditions of 1916 as
to the cost of commoditics were reverted to
everything should go on as before. But last
year the Government put up the freights.
I fought the matter, and the Chamber of
Mines fought the matter, and I think evers
goldfields member has been trying to pet
those additional charges disallowed in order
to assist the mining industry. These charges
still go on so far as the mining companies
are concerned; it is taxing the production of
orc at the source, and it is not ealenlated to
assiist the people on the goldfields, In his
wonderful speech last session, the Miniater
for Mines dealt with the mining position.
Had he been in earnest in carrying out the
spirit of his own speech, which meant that
primary production from the mines would be
helped to the same degree as the agricultural
industry, it would have been of great assist-
anee. The Minister, however, could not have
been in earnest, and actions, not words are
required. .

Mr., J. Thomson: He is never in earnest;
he cannot be.

Mr, BOYLAND: Then there is the question
of the treatment meted out to the two gold-
fields firewood companies. It looks as though
the Government have taken sides, one com-
pany being penalised and the other being as-
sisted. One company, according to the evidence
taken by the Forestry Commission, was not
allowed to run a line parallel to an existing
railway, whereas the other, the Kurrawang
Company, was allowed to run along the Cool-
gardie line and to cross at ome point. Why
shonld such special treatment be meted out
to one company? Is it because Mr. Hedges
is, in their eyes, a wheatgrower, and as such
should get the concession? The companies
should be treated alike. An important matter
that will come before the House later omn is
the suggested lifting of existing ‘railway lines
in the goldfields areas. If it is the policy
of the Government to do this iniquitous thing
it means that they will abandon the gold min-
ing industry. If those lines have been put
there for a special purpose, they should be
left there. We do not know from day to day
when another Golden Mile will be found.
Should such a field be discovered, all the
existing lines will be required. The lifting
of the railways should not be wantonly done,
nor should pipe lines be pulled up,

My, Richardson: Have they pulled vp any
line yet?

Mr. BOYLAND: No, Parliamentary
sanction has to be obtained first and T do
not think Parliament should give that sane-
tion. New gold finds are made every year
and many times in a year and while we de-
pend on the great mining industry, we must
foster it. Last vear, the Minister for Mines
pointed out that the less of £12,500 in the
utilisation of Collie coal on the railways w~1
a mere nothing, so long as the mo~ » way
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spent in the State. Ou the other hand, the
Government take u few paltry hundreds of
poumls out of the mining industry, by way
of inereased freights on explosives, bullion
charges and freights on trucks! As to the
Como tramway question, I feel this matter
very keenly beeanse of the prineiple involved
in the breaking of the Premier’s word given
to this Chamber.

Mr. Teesdale: Not the Premier's woril.

Mr. BOYLAXD: Ministers absolutely
hetrayed the Premier in his absence, and

hroke his pledge to Parliament. Ministers
dil that behind his back. That was not
loyalty; it was rank disloyalty. ‘What is

the use of Ministers saying they did not
kuow? Within two hours of the decirion to
go on with the line, the *‘Primary
Producer’' representative  wias  on  the
Acting 1'vewnier's doorstep.  That is not
the first time such a  thing has oc¢-
curred. If I broke my word to my con-
stituents, conld I honestly sit here and con-
tinue to represent them? No, a thosuand
times no; 1 could not do it! We have fathered
this thing and no cne has said anything
about it.

Mr. J. Thomson:
been said about it.

Mr. BOYLAND: Only in a mild sort of
way. 1 heard the harsh criticism by the
member for Nelson (Mr. J. H. 8mith) to-
night, and I realised he had an ideal before
him. When we had that wonderful Indian
statesman, Mr. Sastri, with us he showed us
what was the ideal before Parliament.

Mr, Teesdale: Do unot quote thai fellow,
for God's sake.

Mr. BOYLAND: We must quote these
educated men. If we honoured him when
he was here, we should take some notice of
his remarks.

Mr. Teesdale: Then be consistent and
don’t talk about a White Australia.

Member: Why not?

Mr. BOYLAXD: We can ask such men
to be in our company, without allowing them
te come iuto our homes.

Mr, Angelo: Mr. Sastri represents a very
wealthy section of the British Dominions,

Mr. BOYLAND: We had a gentleman
on the goldficlds zometime ago, who gave a
promise concerning .the Esperance railway,
but he broke it. We all know what hap-
pered to him. We know that if we break
onr promises te our constituents, we will
be turned out in due course. Yet this par-
tieular maiter is allowed to drift on. When
the neting Premicr, Mr. Colebateh, gave it
out that he did not know that a promise had
heen macle by the Premicr, did he not have
the Minister for Miues to advise him? The
Minister for Mines knew all about that pro-
mise. 1 will draw the attention of the House
to what the Minister for Mines said in this
Chamber on the 30th August, 1821, On page
492 of ‘‘llamsard,’’ the following is re-
cordel :—

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You will get our
vote to manufacture them here.

Yes, romething has
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The Minister for Mines: T do not want
the hon. member’s vote. I am going to
do it without that. When T make up my
mind to do something, I go ahead, and
take the risk of getting a vete upon it.
I know, of course, that T will get it be-
eayse I always do the right thing.

The Minister did not do the right thing in
thig instance, but this extraet from °‘Han-
sard’’ indicates ihe temperament of the
Minister for Mines, who says he ‘‘always
goes ahead’ and does things. Tn this case,
he flouted Parliament and betrayed his
leader when that gentleman was overseas.
Again, on page 496 of ‘‘Hansard,”’ uring
the course of the same dehate, there is the
following reference:—

The Minister for Mines: Yes, and yet
when people in certain loealities say, **If
you give us the facilities, we will shoulder
the cost of the work,”” can we withoid
those facilities?

My, Johnston:
Perth.

The Minister far Mines: They said
that in every place where they asked for
these facilitics.

Mr. Underwood:
word ¢

The Minister for Mines:
cauntious for that. This is what T am pre-
pared to do. T am prepared to come down
to the House with o proposal that where
loeal authoritics, acting for the people in
their district, are prepared to tax those
people to raise the neecessary amount to
cover interest and sinking fund on the con-
struetion of a line, the line should he auth-
orised; but not otherwise,

Mr. Clydesdale: They are prepared to,
do that at South Perth.

In face of that interjection by the member
for Canning (3r. Clydesdale), who was in-
terested in the Como extension, hon. mem-
bera ecan see that the Minister for Mines did
not try to eonserve our interests, in this par-
ticular matter, ‘‘Hansard’’ reports clearly
show the position. After his ecxpression of
loyalty to Bir James Mitchell at Atbany, the
Minister for Mines stated on the occagion of
the opening of the Como cxtension that he
thought the right thing had heen done, and
that there was nothing to regret. 'That Min-
ister absolutcly does not care abont any-
thing. A great mistake has heen made re-
garding this work, This indicates that Par-
linment has been flouted, or the printed word
dces not indicate what the lanpuage means,

Mr. J. Thomson: Quife correet.

They said that at South

Do you take dheir

No, T am too

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. BOYLAND: 1Y leave the matter at
that; I have gquoted the record of the Min-
ister’s remarks as to what should be done.
Ancther important question is the dropping
of preference to returned soldiera  This
matter i3 being allowed to drift on too far
for my liking. Tn the first place, we should
agk ourselves: Are the dependants of those
who went out and left their bodies on the
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fields of France and elsewhere, entitled to
the pensions they receive to-day? If so, they
are getting them. Are the maimed and
broken soldiers entitled to their pensions?
If so, they are getting them. When it comes
to the man who returned with his life pre-
served, after offering that life on the field
of battle, and we find that he only asks for
an honest day’s work for an honest day’s
pay, and ecannot get work, it is a crying
shame.

The Minister for Works: Whom do you
blame?

Mr. BOYLAND: I blame the country and
the Government.

The Minister for Works: Why?

Mr, BOYLAND: When a late Minister
of the present Government ean go to the
Arbitration Ceunrt and sit on the bench, and
give an award which means that the last
man on must be the first one off, thus
cutting ont preference to returned soldiers,
it shows that there is =no preference
so far as the Government are concerned.
Tf not, how is it that the late Minister
ean go straight to ' the Arbitration Court
and allow that to happen? T had occa-
sion to sce the Minister for Railways and
all he said to me was: f‘What can T
do? The Arbitration Court says the last
man on is to be the first man off?’ I say
with Sir Talbot Hobbs that if employers, or
the Covernment, cannot give work to re-
turncd soldiers, then we should tax those
who can afford to employ those men, for
they should not be let down. If the widows
and orphans, the maimed and broken are
entitled to pensions, surely thosc men who
have come back are entitled to work.

The Minister for Workg: You do not
suggest that the Government could inter-
fere with a judge of the Arbitration Court?

Mr. BOYLAND: No, but it shows how
much carnestness there is. People are for-
getting their obligations. Something should
be done, if it were only the imposition of a
special tax, to see that those men never
want for an honest day’s work.

My, Carter: Neither the Government neor
anybody else has a right to assess a man’s
wages in relation to his pension.

Mr. BOYLAND: We had an instance on
the goldfields. The manager of a certain
mine heard that his bosses were not in sym-
pathy with the returned soldiers or those
who backed them. He said to his bosses,
“If yon do not play the game by these
men, you will get out and make room for
others.’”’ The same thing should be done
in Government departmenta.

Hon. P. Collier: That is not characteristic
of all the mines. I know of some on which
the soldiers were the first to be put off.

Mr. BOYLAND : The soldiers of Xal-
goorlie are well satisfied with the treatment
they have received. But when you come
into a eity like this, you cannot concentrate
as you can in Kalgoorlie. Ministers do not
know what is going on in their own depart-
ments.
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The Minister for Works: There has been
no ease of preference againat the solliers
in any of my departments.

Mr. Carter: Can you say that no wagrs
have heen fixed ia relation to peusionsg?

The Minister for Works; T can say that
in two eases such a matter . has been
adjusted.

Mr. BOYLAND: I give a case in point.
A poor man with one arm eame down here
last year and got work on tramway repairs.
He was paid a man’s wages for a boy’s
work, 13s. 4d. a day instead of £2 odd per
week. The union seerctary toidl him  be
wag not getting enough money, and by
chicancery he was induced to stay away
from the job for a couple of dayvs. When
he eame back, he found in bis place nnother
man sent ont from the Trades Ilall )
stated the ecase to the Minister for Rail-
ways, but the onus was put on this man he-
causce he had not turned up. In view of the
facts I gave the Minister, the Minister
should have seen to it that the man was
supplied with work. TInstead of that, tbe
Repatriation Department had to finid him «
job. He was a married man, and his only
offence was that he had been a special con-
stable, that when 600 were challenged by
2,000 he went out, although he had but one
arm, to fight the 2,000, Because he did
that, he was victimised. T heard a returned
soldier, a disgrace to his uniform; cry out
in glorification of the faet that this man
had lost his jobb  merely because he had
been a special constable. Only the other
day there was appointed secretary of the
football league in Kalgoorlie a man who
during the war refused to enlist or to con-
tribute a peuny to the patriotic funds.
During the fracas up there, when a young
soldier was done to death, that man ruashed
round to the Soldiers’ TInstitute to help
them with the fight, but the heads of the
R.S.L. would bave nothing to do with him.
Yet the man who did those things eould
beat two other candidates—hoth returned
soldiers—for the secretaryship of the
foothall leagne. On all sides the returned
soldier has been dropped. I suggest to
the Minister for Railways that onc-legged
men should be employed ns motormen
on the tramiways, They would have a
geat to sit upon; and would he fully
capable of doing the work. On the ques-
tion of miner’s complaint and what is being
done to alleviate it, I pay a tribute to the
Ugly Men’s Association, Two years ago
they collected £1,400 for a recreation hall
at Wooroloo. The Government have snb-
gidised the £1,400, the work is now going
on, and the patients at Waooroloo will
have their much needed hall. T have
here a report regarding miner’s phthisis in
South Africa. Tt is by the Hon. T,
Cornell, M.Y.C, -with: mnotes hy 1Mz,
Montgomery, the State Mining Engineer, and
it is issued by the Hon. Jobn Seaiidan,
M.I.A. T do not, know whether this is all
the Minister is going to do to help the men
suffering from miners! complaint. Tast vear
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he said that South Africa had not dealt with
this prolilem suceessfully. I retorted that it
had, Hv las to-day a lctter from Dr. John
Porter, of South Africa, who travelled
through this State, and who wrote back say-
ing they had dealt with the problem in South
Africa, and that to-dtay they had not a man
in the mines suffering from miners’ com-
Maint. This information could have been
obtained all along. The Mine Workera’ Re-
licf Fund had reeiproral relations with the
Bouth African fund, and what one board
knew was known to both. Tn Sonth Afriea
they have a wonderful compenaation fund,
with the reading of which T tired membars
last session. I did it for the purpose of help-
ing those men in the same position as I am,
but who ecannot help themselves, and who
have no money for their own relief. Going
home last Thursday night, I had te drag
on to every picket from the tram to my gate.
What about those other men who ecannot
help themsclves, who cannot get the creature
comforts which I get, who cannot have the
use of this splendid radiator which warms
me and keeps me in good order while I
speak? Those men deserve some considera-
tien. What Mr. Montgomery has contri-
buted on the South African Commission is
to the point. On page 96 he says—

The problem of dealing with the results
of past years of neglect, however, is the
one most immediately before ns and re-
quiring iImmediate solution, It is by no
means clear that Western Anustralia can
follow the example of South Afriea in im-
posing the whele of the cost upon the ex-
isting minea.

I do not ask for that, but I do ask for a
national insurance scheme. To one deputa-
tion that waited on him in Kalgoorlie the
Minister for Mines said, ‘‘ What you want
13 a national insurance scheme,’' knowing
in his lheart that he considered it was a
Federal matter, and that he had no inten-
tion of bringing in such a acheme to help us.
I am going to prove that by quoting from
the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund as follows—

It has been found that if the fund is to
continue =atisfactorily its sphere of useful-
ness the board must be vested with greater
powers and be legally able to enforee its
demands. Legislation te this cffect has
been asked for and approved by Cabinet.

Mr. Seaddan knew of this and must have re-
rommended it to Cabinet. He has been fool-
ing o man like me, and fooling those other-
men who have heen so carncst about it.
He has heen fooling us to the fullesi extent.
It is a damn erying shame that any Minister
of the (rown should fool men dying from
miners’ conplaint, when the industry in which
they contracted the disense shounld be respon-
gible for their eare. Tf a nigger country can
deal with the problem, surely a white man's
country can de the same, And if the country
does not do it, why eannot the Minister in
charge get down to the work?

Mr. Underwood: You are not a man to be
fooled.
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Mr. BOYT.AND: I am not going to be
fooled always. I would pension off both
the Minister for Mines and the Minirter for
Edueation at £10,000 a year, and the country
would be the better for it.

Mr. Carter: Why not the Minister for
Works a8 well?

Mr. BOYLAND: Yes, he could be joined
in, It would save the State hundreds of
thousands of pounds. When a man is care-
less in his administration, can fool people
and be called ““Happy Jnack,”’ he is not
going to do much to help the country out
of its diffieultics. Where is our hoasted loy-
alty to Sir James Mitchell? I do not know
why the Premier is being fooled to such an
extent by the Minister for Edueation and the
Minister for Mines.

Mr. J. Thomson: And by the Minister for
Works.

Mr, BOYLAND: I have a number of let-
ters dealing with the Mine Workers' Relief
Fund. I brought the matter before the Min-
igter for Mines and pointed out that those
responsible” for the fund had turned down
people who chould have benefited. The Min-
ister denied it and said I was wrong.

Hon. P. Collier: TPhey are doing it every
day.

Mr. BOYLAND: I told the Minister that

I had the proof and that the letters were
there. He asked me—a sick man—to put
the matter before him and I had to put the
case up. I wrote this general letter to the
Minister under date 22nd May, 1922—

As one who takes a keen interest in
nminers stricken with the diseases peculiar
to and prevalent in the mining industry,
and as one who took a particular interest
in procuring a fund to help those so dis-
abled, I have some grievanees to present
to yon. In 1915, 2 Mine Workera’ Relief
Fund was inangurated, contributed to by
the Goverument onec-third, the employers
one-third, and the employees one-third.
There is no need for me to go into the
consgtitution of the Board as you know it
as well as I do, but, I want to tell you
that, when the fund ecame into being, it
was a condition of employment in the min-
ing industry to contribute to the fund.
The fund also applied to those men who
had worked in the industry retrospectively
for two years, and who were suffering from
diseases due fo the industry., The em-
ployees at that period eontributed 3d. per
week, the other contributors doing the
same, but, to-day, it has been increased by
200 per cent.,, as they now pay 9d. per
week, or 3s. per month. With the increases
made, the fund has seen fit to ecliminate
beneficiaries, who they think can provide
for themselves with the help of their fami-
lies. As you are aware of these cases, or
some of them (as T showed you letters from
the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund to that ef-
fect), do you not think it is time, now that
the fund has outlived its usefulness, to
provide something lasting for those who
have given their lives to the mining indus-
try?  As a member of Parliament, and
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member for Kalgoorlie, I am now refused
information from the Mine Workers’ Relief
Fund when men who are stricken ap-
proach me to take up their eases for them.
Sceing that the Government contribute
one-third of the cost of the fund, is it right
or just, when a man who is stricken, and
who has contributed his quota, and is
agreeable for me to inquire into his case,
that I should be refused information? The
Mine Workers’ Relief Board has admitted,
in the Press, also by letters to past benefi-
ciaries, that on necount of shortage of
funds the atrictest economy has to be prae-
tised. They also sav to-day that it is purely
a relief fund, yet the colleet 3s, per month
from each man working in the mining
industry, and he, the worker, eoniributes
hig life ns well. Now, sir, seeing that
South Africa has dealt with this problem
suecessfully, will you not, as Minister for
Mines, bring in a scheme of the same
order, to provide adequate compensation,
and mainly to save the great economic loss
of life to the State through miners’ com-
plaint, which is increasing? Will you also
rectify the position or attitude taken up
by the Mine Workers’ Relief Board that
we members of Parliament, when ap-
preached by men who have a elaim on the
fund, ean be refused information? Wil
you also attend te the matter of fibrosis
cases being found suitable homes, owing
to the invalid state, instead of placing
them in the Old Men’s Home?
The answer I got was that the matter was
being considered. On reading this report
issned by the Minister, I find that Cabinet
has bound itself to perpetnate this iniquitous
fund, in the report of which some glorious
figures are quoted for the benefit of the
general public, There is a iable showing the
uumhber of people who have benefited, those
still on the books, and the total amount paid.
Over £600 and under £700 it shows five; still
on the books five; the total amount paid,
£3,000 0dd. Then it showa £300, and quotes
60 people aa having been paid £24,921, ““dis-
closing,’’ it states, ‘“an average of £415 teo
beneficiaries, and in no case conld an indi-
vidual worker have paid more than £1 10s. in
centributions. '’ Then there is a table of
those centributing: TPFirst year 7.610 men,
second year 7,147, third year 6,627, fourth
year 5,892, fifth year 4,465, sixth year ¢,705.
All these men contributed and the report
quoted a paltry 60 who had received great
henefits from the fund, bnt not a word about
the thousands who had never received and are
never likely to receive one penny. In fact,
some of the men are now working on the
Herdsman’s Lake seheme. The chicanery of
the report is evidenced in the reference to
the percentage cost to administer the fund.
The meoney, however, iz collected on the
mines and handed over, while the mines and
the Government forward their respective con-
tributions. The figures are absolutely mis-
leading. This system must go out. If the
Government are humane at all, they must
help these men. If they do not help them,
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the Government will go down in history as
one of the moat unkind to the men who have
given their lives to the industry. T must
refer to the treatment meted out hy the Gov-
ernment. to the six miners who were shifted
from the Woorolon Sanatorium to the Old
Men’s Home. A clerk was appointed to look
after the interests of the Medical Depart-
ment and that man is praetically the dietator
of the policy of the sanatoriwm, notwith-
standing that we have z splendid organiser
in the person of Dr. Mitchell. The insti-
tetion i3 kept in such good order that
one could eat ome’s meals off the floor;
there has mever beem any trouble. T
oxperienced some trouble in getting letters
into the ‘“West Australian’’ beeause T had
dared to attaek their Government—the Gov-
ernment they had put into power. A couple
of items were eut ont of my last letter. T do
not know why. One was my statement that
the Colonial Sceretary had hidden himself
behind the chicf clerk, Mr. Huelin, and had
allowed him to do things. He put the stamp
on and therefore the thing was right. Tn a
hespital like that, where tuberenlar disases
are rife, the patients were given printed elee-
toral rolls to use in the lavatory. This item
alse was eut out of my letter. Is it right to
issue old eclcetoral rolls for use in sneh a
hospitalt One does not know where a toher-
cular wonnd might be, and the printed ink
might affect one of those wounds, Dr. Mont-
gomery told me as an engincer that there

wonid be a problem to solve with the septie .

tank as a resnlt of using that paper. As a
medical man he said it was unheard of. We
have nothing of this sort in our other puoblic
institutions. The doctor himself earries a
parcel of sanitary paper around with him.
This is what the Government stoop to in their
economy campaign. T rang up the 01d Men '«
Home when I received word from the mmm
there. The Deputy at the home said he would
welcome me if I went down. The firat thing
T saw when T got there was the tent ward.
When I saw these poor fellows, especinlly one
named Dennis, on that dirty hlack sandy
floor, and compared the conditions with those
at the sanatorium, it scemed to me an awful
thing that these men, who have given their
lives to the mining industry, should be tucked
away down there, or else made to go out into
the world on a small pension. The men were
vory dissatisfied with their lot and asked me
to get them ont. 1 saw Mr. Rust, who told
me I should not believe the evidence of my
own eyes. He bully-ragped me for a while,
but when he had gone far enongh I told him
how heartless he was. He ploried in the fact
that the men had not been receiving the
hvpodermie syringe injections they had been
ordered by Dr. Mitchell. T asked him if he
placed his apinion above that of a medieal
man. T then put up a case to the Colonial
Seeretary, On Mareh 6th T received the
following letter from these inmates of the
Old Men’s Home:—
Just a few lines fo let you know how
we are getting on. Well, we have been
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shifted out of that place that we were in
into the bungalow, outside sleeping, and it
is a little hit better for us, In reference to
what you heard abeui us heing well satis-
fied, we the undersigned never said sueh a
thing, as you know when you saw us last
that not one of ns was. We are just of the
same mind now, and we will never he satis-
fied as long as we are here. Of course the
sleeping quarters are a little better, but
the food is not any good for our complaint.
T hear that you were told that one of us
came down here and had been on the needle
in the sanatorium and he is sti)] getting it.
Well, T am the one. T. Dennis, and T never
had a needle nor have I seen ome. I was
told by the doetor that T would get no
needles here, 80 you can see for yoursgelf
that it is a pack of Hes they are telling
vou. We remain, T. Dennis, John Brownm,
Henry Dennis, J. A. Moore, M. Melish,
N. Ash.

On April 20th I
letter :—

Dear Sir—Just a few lines to let you
know how we are all getting on. Well,
we are not so good as when Wwe saw you
Inst. I have had a very bad time of it
this Jast two weeks and the rest are not
too gay on it. In regard to the last letter
that was put in the daily paper by Mr.
Broun and Dr. Atkinson, stating that we
were all doing well and satisfied with the
place and treatment, of eourse you know
that is only one side of the affair. They
say we are all putting on weight. I will
just show you how we stand *rom the time
we left the sanatorinm; we left there on
20th Janvary. This is how the weights
compare:—H. Dennis, sanatorium weight
8st. 13%ths., O.M.H. weight 8st. dlbs,;
J. Brown, sanatorium weight 12st. 12lbs,,
O.M.H. weight 12st. 6lba.; Nicholas Ash,
sanatorium  weight 9st. 101bs., OM.H.
weight 0st, 3lbs.; Michel Melish, sana-
torium weight 8st. 11b.,, O.M.H. weight
8st. 5lha.; J. Moore, sanatorium weight
12st, 2ibs,, O.M.H. weight 1lst.; T.
Dennis, sanatorinm weight 9st.  Tlhs,
OM.H. weight 93t. S0 T don’t know where
all this putting on weight comes in, and
since the appenrance of that letter in the
paper, I have heen called into the office to
state why I complain so much. Of course
I am on my own, and Rust and Huelin
ask questions. TRust asked me what we
wanted and I told him we wanted good
bread and butter and good porridge for
our breakfast and something good for our
dinner. He said we got good margarine,
which was as good as butter, but I told
the two of them that it was nothing bhut
vogetable fat; and the way he tried to
pass it off; he said they must have put it
in the wrong box, but it does nrot wash
down. Then T went for them. I wanted
to know where they got all the news from
at the head office, seeing that none of them
had been out here or anybody else to ask
us whether we were §atisfied or not. They

received  the following
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said they did not know. Of course, I
know. Huelin said he would make a note
of it. I told him he could have the lot.
We leave the rest to you, hoping to find
you in good health. I remain, yours for
the Jot, T. Dennis.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

Mr. BOYLAND: I am not one to run my
head against a brick wall. I gave the Col-
onial Beeretary the faets, but he would not
do anything. The upshot was I wrote to the
Press, and my opportunity has now come of
placing the facts hefore Parliament. I bave
friends in Seuth Africa with fibrosis or sili-
cosis, who are being kept in a Government
sanatorium at a cost of 16s. 8d. a day. It is
a crying shame that the Government of this
State eannot look after those men who have
given their lives to the industry. I claim that
the Government should assist the Megdical
Department by providing the money for an
up-to-date X-ray plant, Tt would be the
means of saving many lives to this State. It
has been proved thak the latest plant of this
kind will core eancer in its early stages, and
often when it reaches the more advanced
stages. Tt is elaimed that at least 235,000
people in the Empire die annually from this
disease. The Government should consider this
questmn when the Estimates come forward,
and give the medical authorities what they
want in this direction. In "eonclusion let me
express the sincere hope that the Government
will take note of the matters which T have
brought forward. We speak herc emptily
every scssion; no motice is taken of our pro-
tests. We can say what we like, and it goes
into ‘‘Hansard,”’ and thus we ecan justify
oursslves to our constituents as having spoken
here on their behalf. But we can do nothing.
The Government ask wus to follow them
blindly. Why cannot they help us out of these
difficulties? Why cannot they do these things
for the benefit of the State and for the bene-
fit of hvmanity?

On motion by Mr. Richardson, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.51 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.32
p-m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.
Message from Governor received and read
notifying assent to Supply Bill (Neo. 1)
£1,763,950,

QUESTION —STATE IMPORTATLONGS,
DUTY.

Hon, A. LOVEEIN asked the Minister
for Education: 1, Is it a fact that the Gov-
crument have paid large sums of money in
rezpect of duty on rails and other goods
the property of the State? 2, [f so, have
the Government cognisance of the provigions
of Section 114 of the Federal Constitution
Aect, which provides that the Commonwealth
‘“shall not impose any tax on property of
any kind belonging to a State’? 3, Has
any question arisen between the Common-
wealth and any State involving the interpre-
tation of this section? 4, Has the inter-
pretation of the section come before the
Commonwealth or State Courts; if so, will
the Minister supply reference to such cases?

The MINTSTFER 1FOR EDUCATION re-
plicd: 1, 2 and 3, Yes. Sec (a) Attorney
General of N.5.W._ and Collector of Custowms
for N.SW, and (b) The King, ete, v.
Sutton; both cases in Commonwealth Law
Reports, Vol. V., 1907-8, pages 818 and 789.

QUESTION—RE-SLEMPERING OF
RATIWAYS.

Hon. H. SENDDON asked the Minister for
Education: 1, Is the statement in the ¢ West
Aunstralinn’’ of the 28th ult, that the dis-
triet engineer, Geraldton, saved the Railway
Department 45,000 sleepers during the last
financial year, correct? 2, Is it correct to say
that there has been a reckless waste of sleep-
ers in the re-sleepering operations recently
carried ont on the Government railways? 3,
What conditions govern the disposal of sleep-
ers remaved from the road?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, No. The estimates for year 1921.22
provided for 53,407 =leepers for the Northern
Rall“ay on a basis of re-sleepering certain
sections in a ‘‘face,’’ but as a result of gen-
eral] instructions lssned by the Chief Engineer,



